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Jubilee Celebrations

Final Profession

Convergence

A greater task
Camillians in India have celebrated a significant
moment in our history. Jubilee indeed was an occasion
to thank God and all who cooperated with God to
plant the Camillian seed in India and carefully nurtured
it to the young tree it is today.  Many people have been
touched by the healing love of the Divine Healer
through the Camillians over these years. The beautiful
celebrations we had were a reminder of the road ahead
of  us and mission entrusted to us Camillians in India.

The occasion was made unique by the presence of the
Camillian leaders from around the world. The five days
the Provincials and Delegates met with Fr. General
and his Consulta to discuss how we can revitalize the
presence of Camillians in the European world. It was
an honour for the Camillians in India to host them and
share with the larger Camillian world how the Mission
of Camillus continues today in another part of the
world.

The inauguration and blessing of the Pastoral Health
Centre was another significant step in our mission. As
the ambassadors of the “New School of Charity”, we
are entering  a new phase of our ministry to lead and
animate the health care ministry of the Church in India.
We heard the expectation of  the Church leaders how
they look forward to the Camillians to bring new vitality
to one of the most significant ministries of the Church
in India. So as we grow we are also called upon to take
up new responsibilities. I believe this is also an
invitation to all of us as we now are a Vice Province
of  the Order.

This issue of  Vartha captures these special moments.
As we usher into this new era of  our history, let us ask
the Lord to continue to bless us and all our endeavours.
May St.Camillus and our Blessed Mother guide us and
intercede for us. Blessings and Prayerful wishes to all.
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It was a jubilee gift to the
Camillians in India.  Those

memorable moments of the priestly
ordinations of two deacons
Chintagunda Suresh Babu and
Kureyakkattil Shiju brought much
joy to Camillian family and to the
whole Church, in this year of  priests.

Deacon Suresh was ordained a priest
by the bishop of  Vijayawada Rev.
Prakash Mallavarapu on August 25,
at St. Paul’s Cathedral, Vijayawada.
He offered his first  thanksgiving
Eucharist on the next day morning
at Sacred Heart chapel, Manikonda,
his home parish. He is the second
Camillian priest from Andhra
Pradesh.

Shiju was conferred priesthood on
September 3 at St. Joseph’s Church,
Neikkuppa, Wayanad, by the bishop
of  Mananthavady Jose Porunnedam.
The ceremony started at 9.30 a.m in
devout and prayerful presence of his
parents, dear ones, and many priests
and nuns. Fr. Shiju offered his first
Holy Eucharist in an intimate union
with Christ who has called and
showered him with abundant graces.
During the homily the Bishop
reminded the newly ordained of the
graces and challenges of being called
by the Lord.

The ordination ceremonies were
followed by felicitation and the
gathering congratulated them and
promised their prayers and support.
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Priestly Ordinations

On to the
Altar of Life

Bishop Jose Porunnedam Ordains Shiju on September 3

Bishop of Vijayawada Ordains Suresh on August 25
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Jubilate..

Bangalore: Marking a new chapter in the history of
Camillians in India, the curtains of its silver jubilee
celebrations have come down here on October 25, 2009.
The jubilee celebrations opened at Mananthavady St.
Camillus Seminary on the same day last year came to a graceful
culmination with the blessing and inauguration of the
Camillian Pastoral Health Centre here in Snehadaan Campus.

The Pastoral Health Centre was inaugurated by the Superior
General of  the Order Fr. Renato Salvatore and was blessed
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Cardinal Vithayathil blesses the Pastoral Health Centre

Camillians in
India crossed a
major milestone
when the Indian
Delegation was
raised to the
status of a Vice-
Province

Staff  Reporter
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by The Major Archbishop of Syro-Malabar
Church and the President of  CBCI Varkey
Cardinal Vithayathil, during the grand finale
of  the celebrations that began at 4.30 p.m.,
in the presence of all the Provincials and
Delegates of the Order, many Camillian
confreres from India and abroad, neighbours
and well-wishers. Archbishop of  Bangalore
Bernad Moras, Archbishop of  Nagpur
Abraham Viruthakulangara, Bishop of
Mananthavady Jose Porunnedam, Bishop of
Blegaum also witnessed this historical event.
A sweet memorial of the twenty five years
of Camillian presence in India, the newly
built Pastoral Health Centre was the venue
for the successful culmination of all the
celebrations. The Pastoral Centre hopes to
offer various training courses in pastoral
health care and to contribute to the healing
mission of the Church in India.

The function began with the Eucharistic
Celebration presided over by the Archbishop

of  Bangalore Rev. Bernad Moras. Camillians
in India crossed a major milestone, when the
General Councilor Bro. Luca Perletti, during
the Eucharistic celebration, read out the Act
of the General Council that the Indian
Delegation was raised to the status of a Vice-
Province.

During the public gathering that followed,
felicitations were made by all the dignitaries
present, pointing out the significance of
Camillian mission of continuing the healing
ministry of  Jesus in the world today.
‘Journeying into Jubilee’, a multimedia
presentation highlighting remarkable
milestones during the journey of Camillians,
portrayed the growth of this tree in Indian
soil planted by Fr. Antonio Crotti at
Mananthavdy in 1984. A musical drama on
the life and mission of St. Camillus staged
on the occasion added much colour and
grandeur to the function.

Fr. Renato inaugurates the Pastoral Centre
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Unto Thee, Lord,
For ever

Tomy Paradiyil
vowed his
perpetual
commitment on
October 26.
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It is a time of great joy for all, as
Camillians in India recalls all the blessings and gifts

they have received from God. It is being doubled, as
Tomy Paradiyil, experiencing God’s gifts in life as
well as realizing His presence and life within,
commits totally to God and His Church. This great
occasion was solemnly celebrated on October 26,
2009, in Snehadaan. The solemn celebration was
graced by the head of the Syro-Malabar Church
Cardinal Varkey Vithayathil. The profession was
received by the  Superior General of  the Order Fr.
Renato Salvatore. The presence of all the Provincials
and Delegates and many confreres of the Order
enhanced the joy of this celebration.

The deepest source of commitment like this comes
from the awareness of  God’s presence and power
within. It is born from grace and comes from God,
to build His Kingdom. This was the thrust and
wishes for Tomy, Cardinal Vithayathil expressed in
his homily.  Truly, the encounter of  Christ in the
sick brothers and sisters is a spirituality and a gift,
realized by Tomy as his own, which enabled him to
pronounce the words of Final Commitment and say
to God unto Thee for ever.

Lijo Pattathil

Cardinal Vithayathil greets Tomy
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Journeying Together

October 2009 will be marked with golden
letters in the annals of Indian

Camillians, as the whole Order, represented
by the Major Superiors, gathered in
Bangalore for about a week to discuss and
plan for the future of  the Order.

Thirteen Provincials, three Vice Provincials,
three Delegates, and the General Consulta
spent five full days in the newly constructed
Pastoral Health Centre, reflecting, praying,
and discussing seriously about the future of
the Order.

One of the major discussions of the assembly
was about the future of the Order in Europe
in the context of weakening of its presence
in the Continent. The Assembly put forward
a practical plan in the title ‘Camillians for
Europe’ to be realized by 2014.

A resolution also was passed to form a
commission to study the matter in depth and

to propose a detailed report to the Consulta,
especially on the areas of Spirituality and
initial and on going formation; secondly, on
the matters of faithful and creative practice
of  the ministry.

Very many other matters concerning the
general life of the Order  were also
discussed. Though the growth of the Order
in Europe, where it was born and rooted
deeply once, is not that promising, the
assembly expressed its hope in the budding
Delegations and Provinces in the other
Continents. The efforts taken to revive and
to study the situation especially in Europe
show hope and genuine interest of the
Superiors on the matter.

It was a new experience altogether for Indian
Camillians to see and relate with many
renowned Confreres of the Order from
different parts of the globe, making mutual
leaning a possibility.

Staff Correspondent
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The second Asian
formators meet

was held in Snehadaan,
Bangalore, from 22 -23
October 2009.  There
were 12 participants,
who are involved in
formation, from
different countries of
Asia, and they shared
their experiences in the
field of accompanying
the young to the
consecrated life.

The resource person Fr.
Lawrence Pinto msij
enlightened and
challenged the
participants to have a

Asian Formators Meet
Staff Correspondent

The participants with the resource person

paradigm shift in the approaches of  formators.

Last part of the meet was dedicated for a ‘business session’ of
the core members to programme for the next two years.

The Asian Regional Meeting on Ministry
held in Bangalore on October 23, 2009

was a platform for sharing on various
healthcare ministries undertaken by
Camillians in this multi-cultural Continent and
for drawing up plans for the coming year.

The meet has its significance in the context
of the need for collaboration, as the Order
in Asia is ‘growing bigger in number and
ministry activities’. There were presentations
by the secretariats of each country followed

by the report presentation of the General
Secretariat for Ministry Fr. Paolo Guarise. Fr.
Paolo in his report underlined the importance
of animating, promoting, extending, and
preserving Camillian ministries in the world.

An action plan was also drawn for the coming
year. The major plans were regarding the
collaboration between the existing Pastoral
Health Centres of Asia, and for a better
coordination of  the Asian Camillian Task
Force.

Asian Regional Meet on Ministry
Naveen Mathew Pallurathil MI
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“Convergence for HIV Care” - a national best
practice workshop was held in the Camillian
Pastoral Health Centre, Bangalore on 5 & 6
November 2009. The Workshop was
inaugurated by Dr. D. Bachani, DDG-NACO.

Snehadaan organised the workshop in
collaboration with KHPT, USAID and with

support from WHO and PCI. Almost 250
participants from across the country attended
the two day workshop. Series of  technical
sessions, poster presentations, community
forums, panel discussions, open forums,
exhibitions and cultural programmes were
part of the workshop which made the whole
programme a truly memorable and learning

Dr. D. Bachani
inaugurates the
Convergence

Convergence for HIV Care
Camillians organized a two-day national level workshop to show-

case the best practices in HIV  Care

Fr. Mathew speaks on the occasion

Boby
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experience for the professionals in the HIV
care programme in India.

The workshop witnessed participants and
representatives from an array of agencies
including NACO, SACS, bilateral and donor
agencies, NGOs, CBOs, Academia, PLHIV
networks, corporate etc. Sharing of
programmatic level best practices and
innovations were the cynosure of the
workshop, thus enabling the participants to
learn mutually from experiences of others in
the field of  HIV.

A consolidated summary report of the
workshop with findings and suggestions
would be submitted to NACO and to the
central government to initiate some policy
changes in the HIV care scenario in the
country.

Various efforts have been made in our
country, to prevent the disease and to provide
care and support to improve quality of life
of  PLHIV. The workshop acknowledged the
combined efforts of the national programme,
civil society, bilateral and donor agencies in
accentuating the HIV mitigation efforts.
Over these years, the healthcare system of
the country has witnessed a strategic shift
from stand alone prevention programmes to
comprehensive prevention, care and
treatment coninuum. This convergence was
a platform to share and disseminate various
experiences and lessons in this field.

The Focus of  the workshop was on ‘Adult
care, TB-HIV care, ART and OVC care’.
This was also a platform for discussion
between positive networks and programme
implementers. Skills building sessions were
conducted to improve understanding and
capacities of participants on leadership
development programmes for PLHIV and
marginalized populations.

SN WE

The Superior General Fr. Renato
Salvatore releases the Jubilee Souvenir
during the Meeting of the General
Consulta, Provincials and Delegates
held in Bangalore.
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Sneha Agnes Community Care Centre
at Nagpur has been functioning

within the Mure Memorial Hospital for
the past one year. On October 10, 2009
this CCC  shifted the functioning premise
to Friends Colony, Nagpur as per the
guidelines of National AIDS Control
Organization. It is a standalone facility,
a rented independent house in which Ten
patients can be accommodate at a time
with ample space for their recreation,
dining, etc. The centre is about Seven
and a half kilometers away from the ART
Centre on the outskirts of  Nagpur city
and eight kilometers away from Jyoti
Darsan. At present, Camillians are
looking after the day to day management
of the Centre.

Sneha Agnes shifted

A Memorial
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