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A Lived Experience

Ugandan Mission

Profession

New Avenues of Growthinside
We have just finished our First Provincial

Chapter, sharing, reflecting and deliberating the
rules that would guide our life as Camillian Religious.
We were waiting for the next leadership to guide our
Vice Province to new vitality and horizons. With the
appointment of the new Vice Provincial, we are filled
with hope and enthusiasm to continue to witness the
merciful love of  Christ to the sick and suffering.

May the fresh air we feel around us guide us to touch
the lives of those who suffer, bringing them gospel of
life and hope. May the Holy Spirit unite us as one body
to collectively witness the Camillian Charism of
announcing the good news to the sick and suffering.
Let’s pray for the new leadership that the Spirit may
strengthen them to guide our Vice Province to new
avenues of growth.

We all like to taste honey because it is very
sweet and good for health, but seldom do we

think of  honey bees. One honey bee is able to collect
only one teaspoon of honey in its life time. The honey
we enjoy is the result of the dedication of the lives of
several honey bees.

Let us not forget that beginning from our Founder St.
Camillus we have been blessed with several committed
religious who dedicated their lives for the sick. I am
sure that keeping the same spirit of commitment,
tolerance, understanding and appreciation will
definitely help us to grow in fraternal charity and to
bear fruits in plenty. Hence, let’s look forward and be
hopeful; let’s believe in our ability to love and serve
our Lord and people.

Fr. Reji Kaithaparambil MI
[Vice Provincial]

Believe in Love



Bangalore: The First Provincial Chapter of
the Vice Province of India was celebrated
here at the Camillian Pastoral Health Centre
on 12-14 April, 2010. The extraordinary
Chapter of the Vice Province was convened
to discuss the proposed revision of the
Constitution and the General Statutes(GS)
of  the Order.

In preparation for this Provincial Chapter,
Local Chapters were celebrated at zonal
levels earlier, and based on the observations
and suggestions of  the Local Chapters an
Instrumentum Laboris (IL) was prepared, and
the Chapter discussed it.  Some of the articles

were approved as in the IL, while the other
articles were approved as proposed by the
General Consulta.

The Chapter also had as its agenda, the
discussion on the Vice Provincial Statutes
Instrumentum Laboris, and approved it as an
ad-experimentum document of the Vice
Province for the coming years. The Provincial
of  the Lombardo-Venetian Province Fr.
Vittorio Paleari was a special invitee to guide
the Chapter. Joy Inchody, Sojan and Biju
Sebatian were elected as the members of
Central Commission; and Siby Chennattu was
elected as the secretary of  the Chapter.

Thinking AheadThinking AheadThinking AheadThinking AheadThinking Ahead
The Vice Province of India celebrated its First Provincial Chapter
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As I end my pastoral year at
Snehasadan, I thank God for the
experiences of learning, and of

coming to certain awareness and insights.
It was a fruitful year, as it introduced me
into many areas of my Camillian religious
life.  I feel that all the experiences, many
thoughts, sincere reflections and personal
evaluations were leading me to the
pastoral dimension of my life, which
includes the spiritual life, community
living, faithful reflection on my vocation,
the ministry to the sick and the
integration of the learning into a
wholesome person.

The warmth of  affection from each one
in Snehasadan helped me to learn that
the mystery of life is to be an integrated
person with holiness.  The completion
of  theology opened for me the new
avenues of  learning deeper theology
from the mystery of life, with
unanswerable questions of sufferings of
the patients, and in being with the joyful,
smiling faces of the children, who longed
for help and to be loved or cared for.   The
opportunities in being with the dying
patients, especially with Master
Musthafa, have been an enriching and
unique experience for me in the ministry.
There has always been a friendly,
supportive, prayerful life in the
community, which not only enhanced my
experiences of pastoral year but also
helped me to learn more positively of the
community living. Through my
experiences I feel that I have deepened
my belongingness to the community and
to the Order.

Having completed
Pastoral Year,
Lijo, Vince & Russel
share their experiences
of the Year

Pattathil  Lijo
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As I reflect on my pastoral year I
feel that it was a year of  great learning.

My life in Sneha Care Home as a Camillian
was really meaningful. This year gave me an
opportunity to learn a lot, do a lot and to
gain a lot for my future ministry. I am very
happy to have involved in the new venture
we have undertaken. Furthermore this has
helped me to be closer to the call I have
received.

I began my ministry in Sneha Care Home on
May 25. Initially it was a part of Snehadaan.
We   moved to the new building on July 14
with the joy of celebrating the feast of our
heavenly patron. We had some initial
difficulties to evolve it as a beautiful centre.
But I never felt tired and frustrated; instead
it was giving me a lot of joy and satisfaction.
It gives me immense joy to see that the works
we have done get their fruits now.

This year was programmatically arranged so
as to be in its real pastoral sense. The
common meetings and evaluations we had
with our formator helped us to make this year
a fruitful one. This year has helped me to
strengthen my spirituality and to inculcate it
in my ministry.

It has been a meaningful
and fruitful experience

for me to be at Snehadaan.
As I had been with the
patients in the wards of the
Snehadaan the solitary
question I was asking
myself was, ‘what causes
people to suffer?  While I was interacting with
the patients I did come to know the various
ways a person undergoes suffering and almost
all of them raised one and the same question.
The greatest learning I drove home during this
year was how to accept the reality of
suffering which is unavoidable in a person’s
life. I realized that no one is ready to accept
suffering as it is but somehow wants to get
away from life’s afflictions and torments.
What I for my part need to understand and
accept is that pain and suffering is part of
life and one has to go through it only then
life will have its full meaning.  What then one
has to do when he or she experiences
suffering? One possible response could be
‘now that it has happened to me what must I
do to go on in my life? This is a better response
to the situation rather than getting angry and
annoyed. This could be also an occasion of
experiencing the ever loving and caring
presence of God which we live through
different people around us being with us at
the moment of  our pain and suffering.
Certainly this God-experience will help that
person to accept the reality of suffering and
enable him or her to accompany others who
are in the similar phase of life and that, I
believe, is the greatest beauty of life which I
personally experienced in my life especially
during the past one year through my
interactions with the ones who suffer more
than I do.

Koickal Vince

Russel
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Congratulations & Best Wishes

Fr. Reji Kaithaparambil, Vice Provincial,
India

Fr. Vittorio Paleari, Provincial,
Lombardo Veneta

Nelliyodi: The most memorable moments of
priestly ordination of  deacon Paradiyil Tomy
brought much joy to Camillian Family and
to the whole Church.

Paradiyil Tomy was ordained a priest by the
bishop of  Mananthavady Jose Porunnedam
on May 20, here at St. Jude Church. The cer-
emony started at 9.30 a.m. in  devout and
prayerful presence of his mother, dear ones
and many priests and nuns. Fr. Tomy offered
his first Holy Eucharist in an intimate union
with Christ who has called and showered him
with abundant graces. During the homily the
bishop reminded the newly ordained of the
graces and challlenges of being called by the
Lord.

The Ordination ceremony was followed by
felicitation and the gathering congratulated
him and promised him their prayers and sup-
port.

A Priest For EverA Priest For EverA Priest For EverA Priest For EverA Priest For Ever



Began in October 2000 by Fr. Tom O
Connor and Fr. Tom Smith from the

Anglo Irish Province, the Ugandan Mission
initially focused on Pastoral Care. In
collaboration with the Ten leading dioceses
of Uganda, some diocesan priests were
sponsored to Camillianum and after their
Licentiate, they returned to their Dioceses
to animate the pastoral care ministry  under
the guidance of  Camillians. Camillians also
started a home based community care centre

for HIV infected people covering many rural
areas and providing care, including free ART
to around 1500 PLHIV.

Another recent development was the
promotion of local vocations and right now
we have one student of  Theology and four
Philosophy students undergoing formation
with the Camillians in Nairobi. The Anglo-
Irish Province invited the Indian Camillians
to rejuvenate the mission as Fr. Tom O

Connor was
planning to go back
to Ireland. With the
encouragement and
support of the
Superior General
the formal
collaboration began
when  Fr. Johnson
Vellachira started
his missionary
expedition to the
Ugandan Mission
on March 19, 2010,
on the Feast of  St.
Joseph.

On a JourneyOn a JourneyOn a JourneyOn a JourneyOn a Journey
of Healing Missionof Healing Missionof Healing Missionof Healing Missionof Healing Mission

Mission Uganda

Fr. Johnson with the Seminarians in Nairobi
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A New Horizon
Johnson Vellachira MI The Camillian Mission in Uganda began

in 2000 with the arrival of two
missionaries from the Irish Province namely
Fr. Tom Smith and Fr. Tom O’Conner. They
began their Missionary work in Nyanga
getting involved in the care of people living
with HIV/AIDS.

I opted to work in our Mission in Uganda
with a deep conviction to offer my life for
the Mission. I had a presumption of Uganda
as a very poor country, with its social,
economic, political and religious background.

I felt that it is His plan
that I am here and I am
ready to offer my life for
the Mission that He
entrusts me.

“
”

Fr. Johnson in front of the
Camilian house at Jinja



As I landed in Entebbe, the only international
Airport of  the country, I was reminded of
Jer.29:11: “Yes, I know the plans I have in
mind for you, Yahweh declares, plans for your
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope”.  I felt that it is His plan that I am
here and I am ready to offer my life for the
Mission that He entrusts me. As the doors
of the Aircraft were opened and I came to
the land I was welcomed with a comfortable
and cool climate. As we moved out of the
Airport into the car with which Fr. Tom
Smith was waiting, a new horizon was in front
of me. I was impressed with the green
surroundings, the great Lake of Victoria a
few meters away from the road, and the
beautiful landscape. As we drove through I
realized that the land I have landed up is
entirely different from the land I had
envisaged.

As we reached the first house that we own in
Uganda we were welcomed by the Irish
Provincial Fr. Stephen Foster and Fr. Tom
O’Conner. The few days that we spent
together in evaluating our Mission here and
planning for the future opened up a host of
possibilities in front of  us. All throughout our
discussions we felt an urgent need for doing
something substantially for this mission. We
felt that the ministry that the two Camillian
Missionaries were doing here was a good base
to develop our mission in the future.

I realized that most of the businesses of the
country are controlled by Indians and the
markets are colonized with multinational
companies.  Living cost here is too high,
compared with that in India; the political and
social structures are so corrupt, and it makes
the life of ordinary people very hard and
miserable.  The culture and religious practice

of witchcraft add to the misery of the people
regardless of their social or economic
background.

To carry on the Camillian Mission in a
country like Uganda, it requires so much
enthusiasm, perseverance and above all
inventiveness. To transmit the message of
Christ to this specific culture, we need to
penetrate into and comprehend the culture
of the people. Though economically very
poor, some of the rich human values and
enthusiastic faith of the local people offer a
better scope for the Mission here. With the
nearness of a Philosophy College in Jinja and
the presence of  various formation houses and
availability of local human resources, there
is a possibility of a Camillian inter provincial
formation programme in East Africa. The
HIV/AIDS intervention that the Camillians
have already been doing here shows the need
and uniqueness of Camillian Ministry in this
small African Land. Here we have a clinic
with above 1500 members registered for ART.
Each patient is attended in his/her living
locality by a Mobile Clinic. My visit to the
villages with the team in the Mobile Clinic
unveiled to me the stark reality of the misery
of ordinary people in the villages and the
need for our services there. My two weeks’
stay with our confreres in Nairobi (Kenya)
helped me to become part of  the formation
team of  East Africa. To a great extent it made
me experience the rich heritage of hospitality
and fraternity in the Camillian Family.
Besides, it was an ample and opportune
experience of support and friendship for me
in this Continent.

I do look forward in developing the Mission and
wish that more and more confreres may show
interest in contributing their life for this service.

“ I then heard the voice of the Lord saying: ‘Whom shall I send? Who will go for
us?’ And I said, Here am I, send me”. (Is. 6:8)
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Promises To Keep
Bangalore: It was a time of great joy for
Camillians in India, as Lijo, Vince and Russel
vowed their perpetual commitment to the
Lord and to the Order, and Bobit and Reegan
made their First Profession. This great occa-
sion was solemnly celebrated on May 25,
2010, here at the Camillian Pastoral Health
Centre.

The ceremony began at 10.30 a.m. with Eu-
charistic celebration, in which many
Camillians, neighbours and well wishers par-
ticipated. The profession was received by the
Provincial of  the Indian Vice Province Fr.
Reji Kaithaparambil. Fr. Reji in his homily
reminded the Professed of the needed
faithfullness and commitment in one’s voca-
tion to religious life.

Annual Retreat HeldAnnual Retreat HeldAnnual Retreat HeldAnnual Retreat HeldAnnual Retreat Held

Bangalore: Upasana community witnessed
a gracious event when seven temporary pro-
fessed members were conferred the Minis-
tries of Lector and Acolyte on March 9 ,
2010.  Bobin, Jobin, Jofree and Siby were con-
ferred the Ministry of Acolyte and  Bhaskar,
Jomin and Prince were conferred the Minis-
try of Lector by the Archbishop of Thalassery
Mar George Valiyamattam.

Minor OrdersMinor OrdersMinor OrdersMinor OrdersMinor Orders
ConferredConferredConferredConferredConferred

Bangalore: Those were the moments of
spiritual renewal for Indian Camillians. The
annual retreat was conducted here at the
Camillian Pastoral Health Centre from May
25-30. The Provincial of  Redemptorists Fr.
Paul Pazhangattu led the group in reflecting
on various aspects of reliigous life. He guided
the participants into a retrospection through
group sharings and other spiritual activities.
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Fr. Mathew Perumpil and the Councilors who completed their term. The Indian
Vice Province is grateful to them for their valuable services and leadership.

Mananthavady: A vocation
camp named “Burning Bush”
was held here at St. Camillus
Seminary from May 3 to 5.
The camp, in which only eight
candidates participated, was
organized to provide them an
experience of walking with
the Lord. There were classes
on vocation, Priesthood,
Camillian religious life and its
charism. Cultural items per-
formed by the candidates and
sports competitions added
colour to the event.

The seminary also witnessed
another camp organized for
the students of 6th-9th stan-
dards to provide an early

At The
 ‘Burning Bush’

stage awareness on Vocation.
“Blooming Buds”, the first-
of-its-kind camp, in which 31
students participated was
held from May 5-8.

Bangalore: The Novitiate
of this year began on May
24 with a Eucharistic cel-
ebration held here at
Snehadaan.

The three novices John
Ratnam, Bisoi Mithun
(Chandan) and Praful Birbal
formally began their journey
of religious life with the
Novice Master Fr. Sojan
Koonanikkal.

NovitiateNovitiateNovitiateNovitiateNovitiate
BeginsBeginsBeginsBeginsBegins

“ My life is in your
hands perpetually, I
do not forget your
Law”. (Ps. 119: 109)

The participants during  a
sports competition

Well done....
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