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Walking ahead
As Camillus trod
He marked our road
With life so humble
That we slip not nor stumble!

Lighted he our way in hope
For these Infirm’s Ministers never to grope!

Thank you God… and you all
For this life-impression for our goal …
A life-print in colour!

LIFE impressions
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Only those who risk going far will ever know how
far they can go.
He knew it being a missionary and his path was led
by God.
He is remembered by many in different ways as I
see in this booklet.
Hence, I believe that Fr. Nidini is not dead who
leaves us this great heritage.
He still lives in our hearts, in the joy we lived,
in the dreams we shared;
His memory is warm in our hearts, they are not
apart from us, but part of us;
For love is eternal, and those we love remain with
us showering their deep fragrance.

FOREWORD

Fr. Reji Kaithaparambil MI
Vicar Provincial
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Family and Childhood

Fr. Ernesto Nidini with his mother Anita and brothers
Pietro and Rino

FR. ERNESTO NIDINI [1937-2008]
Pazhanilath Babychan MI

The Nidini family is from Castelvero, an agricultural village
in Vestenanova, Verona, Italy. The family owned a large
quantity of  land where they cultivated.

Mr. Ernesto, the head of  the family, was considered a gentle
man by the people of  the village. God blessed Ernesto
Nidini and his wife Anita Panato with three sons. The eldest
son Pietro was born in 1932, the second son Rino was
born in 1934, and the third child, Ernesto was born on
August 4, 1937. The family was unfortunate to loose the
father at a young age due to cardiac arrest when Ernesto
was just seven months in the womb of  the mother.

Anita was often sick when Ernesto was in the womb; she
even had to undergo a surgery for the head, for mastoid,
and had to suffer. She was courageous and she believed
that providence of  God would give her good health. The
child in the womb was also certainly affected by the large
quantity of  antibiotics taken during the sickness of  the
mother apart from the mental and psychological suffering
due to the unexpected departure of  her husband. The third
child was named Ernesto, after his father who died, to
keep up the name and memory.

When Ernesto was born, he was very small, below normal
weight, and remained without proper growth almost till
the age of  two. He was so fragile as infant, almost always
sick, especially with measles, which got cured after the
vaccination at the age of  two. Being small he was called
Ernestino (small Ernesto), and mother gave Ernestino
exception from the work which were done by the other
two elder brothers, Pietro and Rino. When others were
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Ernesto Nidini with his companionsFr. Nidini’s mother, brothers, sisters-in-law and close
relatives at the time of his religious profession

working, Ernestino was set apart for the church activities,
Mass and prayers.

The untimely and unexpected departure of  Mr. Ernesto
at the age of  33 forced Anita at a young age of  29 to
shoulder the responsibility of taking care of the family
with three small children. The relatives (paternal and
maternal uncles and aunts) who were near helped her to
maintain the family, especially by helping in the agriculture.
The spiritual, psychological and material help by the good
relatives were very important for the father-less family.
Anita was a person of  clean conscience. She was a hard
worker and worked even on the day she gave birth to
Ernesto.

The child Ernesto used to get up early morning and go to
the church regularly together with his cousin sisters
(daughters of  his paternal uncle) who later became nuns.
He used to go to the parish for the vespers as well. Ernesto
was always very much connected with the church as a child
and was very dear to the whole parish and they always
wished him well.

Road to religious life and priesthood

Mr. Ernesto had a wish that one of their sons become a
priest, though he did not wait for the realization of  the
desire. Young Ernesto remembered that and at the age of
eleven he told his mother about his wish to become a priest.

A Camillian Fr. Mantovani whose sister was in Castelvero
parish and the parish priest Fr. Tretene Gaetano (uncle of
a Camillian Fr. Tretene Damiano) influenced and
encouraged Ernesto and his companion Carlo Vanzo to
join the Camillians. He entered the Camillian seminary in
Villa Vinsconta (Besana Brianza - Milan) on October 1,
1949 at the age of  twelve. From 1953 to 1955 he did
secondary studies in Marchirolo (VA).

He used to remember the valuable advice given by his
mother each time he left home for seminary after holidays:
“be careful my son, to become a priest is not to become an
advocate or medical doctor or others. It is something
sublime, superior to all other things of  the world; it is
exactly to become another Christ”.
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During his formation days

Ernesto Nidini with his companions in the seminary

With mother AnitaErnesto Nidini with his companions in the seminary
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Fr. Nidini Ernesto with his relatives and friends after celebrating

his first Holy Eucharist in June 1964

He entered the novitiate on 25 September, 1955 and made
the temporary profession on 26 September, 1956 in San
Giuliano ( Verona). He made his perpetual profession on
19 March, 1960 in San Giuliano.

He was ordained a deacon on 22 February 1964 in Rossano
Veneto (Mottinello). The mother had great joy as the time
for the ordination was approaching and once she wrote to
him, “Think often about the day of  your first mass, when
I receive Jesus from your hands. I can assure you that I
have never experienced such a great joy: to feel cooperating
with God to edify (edificare) this human cathedral that is
the priest. The greatest that a mother can dream”.

And Ernesto wrote: “Do not be afraid mother, what you
are living is not a dream but a sublime reality. Yes, it is
your son, the smallest (youngest), who will give Jesus with
the same hand that you have seen from very small, the
hand that you have washed and cared, hands that are now
full of  God. The greatest honor a mother can give to the

church is a priest”. He was ordained a priest on 23 June
1964 in Rossano Veneto (Mottinello).

Fr. Ernesto Nidini was a priest from the parish after hundred
years of gap without any priest. Regarding newly ordained
Ernesto, younger companion in the seminary G. Marco Dal
Bon wrote in the newsletter of the seminary: “ Fr. Ernesto
Nidini, tireless president of the ‘Circolo Missionario’(news
letter/association called missionary circle), we remember
above all your fervor and great preoccupation that everything
comes out in the best way. The collaborators know that you
never imposed any work, but you are always with great
gentleness which is your proper style. Our wish for you is
this: that you may always have great zeal for your apostolic
life”. Other Camillians from the parish are Fr. Carlo Vanzo,
Fr. Germano Policante, and Fr. Esterino Zondanà.

After the priestly ordination, in the newsletter of the clerical
theological students of  Motinello, the newly ordained Fr.
Ernesto wrote: “I am priest, mother” (sono sacerdote, mamma).

Memento of his ordination
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Fr. Ernesto at the airport towards mission

The Prish Priest hands over a crucifix to Fr.
Ernesto before he left for the missions
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He also wrote that the vocation as a Camillian priest was
always his greatest joy and his greatest pain. “To follow the
voice of  God gives me great joy, the awareness of  my
limitation always gives me anxiety”.

After his ordination, the first few months he substituted
some confreres in the hospital of  Cremona for the ministry.
From September till December 1964 he did the ministry
as member in the community of  Paradiso in Verona. On
17th December 1964, he left for Marbach (France) as
chaplain and assistant for the sick children which he
continued till September 24, 1965.

On September 24, 1965 he took up the charge as the
assistant for the postulants in   S. Vito di Pergine (TN).
On 22 September, 1967 he was appointed as the bursar of
the new house of  Vigolo Vattaro (TR).  But his vocation,
apart from being a priest, was a missionary vocation. On 6
October 1969, he left for England to study English in the
Carshalton Surrey school of  St. Philomena.

After a year of  language studies, he left for Thailand
Mission in May 1970.  He helped in the seminary at
Sampran (Thailand). On August 1973, he went to
Philippines and did a year of theological and spiritual
renewal program after which he did masters in counseling
as preparation to become a formator.  On March 15, 1975,
he was appointed as the superior of a new community in
Manila and master of novices. At the same time he did his
masters in counseling.

On 7th March 1976 returned to the Sampran community
and took up the charge as novice master which continued
for a few years. In May 1977 he was appointed as superior
of  the community at Sampran. On 7th May 1980, he was
appointed as the provincial delegate for Thailand. In 1981
with the novitiate he was transferred to Kokwat.

Fr. Nidini in Thailand
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After his term as provincial delegate, he was appointed as
the first councilor of  the delegation of  Thailand on August
5, 1983 and superior and master of clerics in Sampran.
On 15th February 1984 he resigned his responsibility as
the first councilor of  the delegation and the responsibility
in the community of  Sampran, and returned to Italy. In
March 1984 for a few months he substituted some
confreres in various communities. In 1984, he started his
activity of helping the foundation in India started by Fr.
Antonio Crotti, and for this new mission, on 28th September
1984, he left for India where he remained till August 1998
with the exception of short stay in Italy every year for the
purpose of renewing the visa.

During these long years he was in charge of formation of
students at various stages, philosophy students, novices
and theology students.

Family

Mother always had a special place for Ernesto in her heart.
She visited him in Thailand to encourage and support the
son whom she had given in mission for the Lord. Ernesto
returned home from Thailand when mother was sick. He
lost his mother Anita on April 3, 1984, at the age of 76.
After the death of his mother, Ernesto also lost his eldest
brother Pietro on October 29, 1985.

Fr. Ernesto Nidini was very much attached to the family
who took affectionate care of  Ernesto. Even after three
years of  the death of  Ernesto, when someone talk about
Ernesto, the eyes of  the brother (Rino), sister-in-laws,
nieces and nephews get wet and find difficult to control
the emotion of the loss. His memories are alive within the
room he used while he came for holidays and in the photos
of his dedicated mission in the Asian continent, especially
India where he had given his heart. They were great support
even when Fr. Ernesto was in far away mission countries
like Thailand, Philippines and India. The visit of Rino and

Carla when he was in India shows and strong bond of
affection they had for each other.

Ernesto, Dear to Castelvero

Castelvero always wished well for Ernesto and the family.
Ernesto also cherished happy memories about the birth
place. Castelvero was with Fr. Ernesto in various ways in
his mission in the Orient. Castelvero celebrated the 25th

anniversary of  the Ordination of  Ernesto Nidini together
with the companion and confrere Fr. Carlo Vanzo and the
Verona Fedele (13 August 1989) reported the news and said
Castelvero is rich soil for vocations to priesthood, religious
and missionary.

On 16th June 1991, the parish community of  Catelvero
(Vestenanova) solemnly celebrated the 27th anniversary of
the ordination of  Fr. Ernesto because the parish
community appreciated Ernesto as one who deserves to
celebrate due to his religious, social and humanitarian
programs. The news of  the celebration was published in
the publication Verona Fedele (News paper of  Verona, July
7, 1991).

After his return from India in 1998, he went to Thailand
and was the superior of  the community in Rayong,
Thailand for three years. In 2004 he definitively returned
to Italy where he wished to spend his later years in serenity
and peace after years of hard work and difficulties. From
2005-2007 he worked as chaplain in the community of
Venice Mestre.

In October 2007 he was transferred to Padova and was
working as chaplain till God called him to eternal peace
on 12th February 2008.  A simple funeral mass was
celebrated at the Hospital chapel in Paduva where he
accompanied and comforted many sick people for the past
one year. The mass was presided over by Fr. Vittorio Paleari,
the provincial superior of  the Lombardo - Veneta province,
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Fr. Nidini cuts cake on the silver jubilee
of his ordination

In St. Camillus Seminary, Mananthavady with the Provincial Fr. Ernesto Bressanin,
Fr. Jacob Nadayam, Fr. George Thekkumattathil and the candidates

In St. Camillus Seminary at Mananthavady with the candidates

Fr. Nidini opens the house at Trichy
during his last visit to India
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and participated by confreres from India and Italy, together
with relatives and co-workers of Fr. Ernesto Nidini from
the hospital.

A solemn funeral mass was held at the Guardian Angels
Parish (Parocchia dei santi Angeli Custodi) in Verona
presided over by Fr. Babychan Pazhanilath, and
concelebrated by many Camillian confreres and
participated by the family members, relatives, friends and
parishioners. Funeral homily was delivered by Fr. Carlo
Vanzo, companion and neighbor. Final farewell – funeral
ceremony was presided over by the former Superior
General of  the Order of  the Ministers of  the Infirm Fr.
Angelo Brusco.

His mortal remains were buried in the chapel of the Camillian
religious in the monumental cemetery of  Verona on 16th

February 2008.

Indian confreres pay homage to Fr. Nidini as he lies
in state at the chapel in civil hospital

Fr. Ernesto in  the hospital
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A Homage
to Fr. Nidini
by Indian Camillians

Departure of persons we love and who love us is painful. When the
departure in the form of  death, the pain is deep. The
depth of  pain depends on the intensity of  the relationship between

the persons who love each other. I stand here, representing the Camillian
Delegation in India. He has won the heart of a large number of people from
all walks of  life, from archbishops to ordinary people. We feel deep
sentiments of  pain and loss.  We still find it difficult to believe that our
beloved Fr. Nidini is no more with us physically. For us Fr. Nidini was
everything. Every Indian Camillian has the name and face of  Fr. Nidini in his
heart. Fr. Nidini’s heart was in India and for India even when he was away.
He is the architect of the Indian camillian mission. He labored hard with love
to bring up Indian mission from as early as 1984, spending more than 15
years of his precious life. What Indian camillians are today is mostly the lone
hard work of  Fr. Nidini. He was a great missionary, who appreciated the
Indian culture and people. He worked hard with lot of  suffering. He was
chosen by God for India and that is why today more than 50 Camillian
religious pay homage to him with painful heart.

We thank God for this great missionary. We thank the Lombardo Venetian
province for setting him apart for India. We thank the family of  Fr. Ernesto
Nidini, represented by his brother, sister-in-law and relatives. We thank also
all the medical staff  who tried to save his life. Our heart-felt condolences to
all of  you. And specially we pay our homage to Fr. Nidini, who was a loving
father, model Camillian religious, understanding formator, generous and
charitable friend. God has his own plan for his chosen one. We will miss
him, but we are sure that his memories will remain in our hearts and in the
history of  the Camillians in India.
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A real friend is one with whom you feel at home. This was Fr. Ernesto Nidini. Everybody who
approached him felt very comfortable. That is true especially for me. I lived with him for 14 years
during our formation. In our seminary life, at that time, it was forbidden to be too close to another
seminarian. We found out that among the 30 seminarians, the friendship between me and Fr.
Nidini was very special, but it was a real friendship without any fear. We liked to talk to each other,
because he was quite intelligent, but very humble and honest, so the superiors gave him very
important endeavors to carry out. His smiling face revealed the peace of  mind. He was a peace-
maker. Every time there were some conflicts in the community, he was always in the middle trying
to be a mediator. During the 1950s a fever broke out and nearly every seminarian was confined to
bed. The young scholastic Nidini Ernesto was strong enough and he was not hit, so instantly he
became a nurse in the seminary, caring for each one. He was for me like a guardian angels. Many times
a day he came to see me and consoled me to have confidence that I would be healed soon and it was
true. On June 23, 1964 we were ordained priests. He confided to me that that was the most beautiful
day in his life, like a runner arriving at the destination. But the ordination to the priesthood was not
a destination, but a new beginning.

First we had to depart from each other. I left quite soon to be a missionary in Taiwan, but after one
year his missionary life started, first to bring hope and faith to the people of Thailand, then he
moved to the Philippines to spread the Camillian charism there, and after a while he broadened
his horizons and moved to India where the Camillian Foundation just began. So we are sure that
going to the presence of  God on 12th February 2008, he might have heard the Word of  God:
“Come you, blessed by God, and receive the reward prepared for you since the beginning, because I
was sick and you took care of me” (Mt. 25: 34-36).

Dear Fr. Nidini, you left suddenly, without disturbing anyone, with humility and peace, as were your
characteristics. You departed from me again, without telling me, but that was not your fault. Your
spirit will live in my life forever. Hope to met you again some day, and to enjoy our friendship for
ever in Heaven. Good Bye.

Your true friend.

Fr. Didone Giuseppe MI

[Fr. Giuseppe Didone was a companion of  Fr. Ernesto Nidini in the seminary. Fr. Didone helped in the formation
in India for a few months in the absence of  Fr.Nidini. He is a missionary in Taiwan for more than 40 years and two
of  his brothers - Fr. Antonio Didone and Fr. Mario Didone - are also Camillians and were missionaries. At present
Fr. Giuseppe Didone is the Provincial Delegate for the Taiwan delegation.]

Thinking of a Friend
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Fr. Ernesto Nidini...
A Missionary

Luca Perletti MI

Fr. Nidini in Paris

Nothing is more difficult than trying to write about
someone with whom you have lived part of  your life

and where the memory is fresh and grief-stricken. It would
be necessary to distance oneself  and be able to look at the
facts being more phlegmatic and cold-blooded. But that’s
not possible. I will therefore try to recall Ernesto the
missionary – probably the best way to recall him.

From his earliest days Ernesto developed a missionary
vocation which was neither a stop-gap nor an assignment
given to him. He saw it as his sought-after ideal to be
nurtured and matured from his seminary days until his
definitive return to his homeland. He cultivated a passion
for faraway lands which during his formation years
appeared exotic and in need of  evangelisation. This
youthful ideal saw him immerse himself  in missionary
animation while still a seminarian and which was to become
in word and in deed his daily announcing of  and witnessing
to the Good News. For many years this youthful ideal saw
Ernesto (working in various countries) bringing to fruition
the mandate of  Christ to “go, preach the gospel, heal the
sick”. In Thailand, the Philippines and in India Fr. Ernesto
silently yet powerfully combined wisdom and witness in
proclaiming the Word and promoting solidarity with the
poor, the marginalised and the sick. When called upon by
his Superiors to get involved in the formation ministry –
often hazy and frustrating – he was known to have
remarked: “with this ministry I hope to contribute to
preparing the hundred hands St. Camillus dreamed of  in
caring for the sick”. He saw in that ministry the way forward
in bringing about the growth of  the Order preparing and
training young men in giving witness to the ever present
love of  Christ for the sick. In fact he saw the formation
ministry as a service to the sick which in turn was to
become a comfort in times of  trial and solitude often
present even among the missionaries.

Deeply in love with the charism he did not spare himself
giving time to the poor, the marginalised and the sick even
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Fr. Nidini with the Superior General Fr. Vendrame (Left) in Mananthavady, India; with children

in times of necessary rest and recreation. So often we saw
him carrying food and other comforts to meet their needs.
He taught this to the seminarians who were to develop
these gifts to meet the needs of the many poor people
who knocked at the door. This charismatic dimension –
an essential part of  the specific ministry of  the Order –
was his guide to life both on the missions and back in his
home country. Fr. Ernesto was a missionary at large who
brought to the world, especially to Asia, the charism of  St.
Camillus. Neither his own self-image nor the desire for
self  advancement were to obfuscate or replace his priority
to promote the charism of  St. Camillus. A missionary to
the uninitiated without doubt! He saw his role as being
quite specific: the promotion of healthcare and the
consolidation of  the Camillian presence wherever he was
asked to live out his vocation. In him we saw a passion to
announce the  Gospel and to establish the  Camillian
charism root and branch following the gospel mandate to
preach the Gospel and heal the sick which was part of  the
essential decoration (like a mantra) in the chapels of  all
the houses he constructed: “Preach the Gospel, heal the
sick”.

Though mostly gentle and somewhat reserved, Fr. Ernesto
did not shy away from the demands of  leadership assigned
to him. Faithful to the principles of  Religious Life he
accepted the requests made to him by his Superiors though
not without personal distress. Thus he undertook the role
of  animator of  a growing Mission in Thailand and that of
India still in its infancy. He knew how to mix firmness of
purpose with patience, inflexibility with a gentle approach

to secure in the new communities the passage from the
youthful phase into adulthood. Extroversion, creativity and
dynamism are the characteristics of missionaries and keeping
them at arm’s length while directing the various energies
towards a common purpose requires grit and single-
mindedness.  He contributed greatly to the development
of the Mission in Asia not only as a formator but with the
tenacity of one called to the role of a major Superior.

We see him best in the area of  formation where he gave his
best providing energy and finance so as to develop seminaries
and seminarians resplendent in academic and experiential
opportunities. He put enormous energy into the
construction of formation houses that were built attractively
to welcome seminarians. The formation houses were
constructed with open spaces to give creative instincts a free
hand. He was also aware of the physical development of
the students by creating bright sporting arenas. But more
than anything he insisted on the cultural formation. The
seminary libraries stood out for the number and quality
of  the books that gave particular emphasis to works
dedicated to the charism and spirituality proper to the
Order. Unlike many missionaries returning from their
homeland, Fr. Ernesto always returned with loads of books,
fruit and food to nourish the minds and bodies of  his
students. One particular aspect that he gave to the
formation programme was his insistence on the growth in
artistic talents of  which there is abundance on the continent
of  Asia. He goaded the seminarians to develop the art of
theatre production putting on plays that were dramatic as
well as religious and based on the lives of the Saints. So
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successful were they that the first-night presentations were
always a sell-out. But it was in the field of  spiritual
formation that he, the missionary, excelled. Being a man
of  prayer himself  he undertook the spiritual formation
of  the seminarians giving extra special attention to the
liturgy convinced as he was that only in liturgy well
celebrated can there be adequate praise to God and at the
same time lead to divine imitation.

Lastly, this short account of  Fr. Ernesto cannot end
without referring to him as the co-founder of  the Mission
in India. He saw India as the pearl of  his empire built on
tough yet silent endeavour. In India he showed
considerable courage in facing up to the fact that it was
difficult to get a visa for India and more difficult still to
make it permanent. He was often alone when faced with
difficult decisions yet he was always able to inspire a
Mission that now is well on the way to becoming a Province
in the Order. Built on the rock of  that vision and
inspiration, the tears, the sweat and the stumbling blocks
have secured and continue to nurture that Mission today.
He was elected Major Superior for various terms of  office.
He launched the ministry undertakings through which now

the Vice-Province provides quality services to the sick. He
had the courage to invest in specialised formation of the
seminarians thus allowing each one to develop personal
talents and gifts, all in the service of  a common cause. In
India he discovered for himself  a second youthful spirit
reliving his initial drive to be lived out in the continent of
Gandhi and Mother Teresa. India filled him with restored
vitality to which he gave himself  with reserve undertaking
long and arduous journeys and the ups and downs of  a
new adventure. He was fortunate to see that venture grow
and fortify itself  and to accompany it into maturity. And
now from Heaven he is able to protect and guide it with
benevolence and serenity.

Fr. Nidini with Bishop Jacob Thoomkuzhy (right)

With the then Provincial Fr. Bressanin
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with the inmates of Prateeksha Bhavan,
Mananthavady, India in 1994

At Upasana, Bangalore

During the inauguration of Upasana with bishop Alphonsus
Mathias (left) and the Superior General Fr. Angelo Brusco

A Bleesing...

Celebrates Mass at the chapel in
Upasana, Bangalore

With his brother Rino and sister-in-law
Carolina at Mananthavady
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William Eronimoose MI

FR. NIDINI ERNESTO:
A MISSIONARY WITH A CAMILLIAN ZEAL

On 12th February 2008,
while everything was

calm and quiet, the
heartbreaking demise of
Fr. Nidini Ernesto blew a
great wind with a rage of
sadness and suffering. I
could not believe my eyes
because just in the month
of  January I had met him
at Padova when he had
asked me to prepare an
itinerary of  his journey to
India in the near future. His
death was a painful experience for all
of  us because it was too early to let
him go away from us. Both in Italy
and in the missions where he had
been working for many years, all the
confreres started mourning for his
demise. I knew him personally from
1990 onwards in India and from 2004
onwards in Italy until his death. He
was a safe haven for me whenever I
went to him for advice and spiritual
help for he was a man of great
spirituality and prayer. The being
together in the initial days in Verona
just before his appointment in Mestre
was an experience of  his loving
presence and accompaniment in the
moments of  struggles and hardships.

His presence was a blessing for me and
it continued to be so until his last
breath.

Although Fr. Nidini Ernesto had
touched us with the sentiments of
love and affection, he was a great
missionary who moved from place to
place proclaiming the healing
presence of  Jesus through St.
Camillus de Lellis. For this reason, the
following lines are written in order to
put forth his missionary zeal and some
other aspects of  his life with us. The
history of  Fr. Nidini Ernesto is
repeatedly and happily written and

narrated when we
remember his marvelous
deeds extended to all of us
without any partiality.
Wherever he went as a
missionary, he sowed seeds
of  love, fraternity, charity
and belongingness. So it is
very opportune to me to
write these lines in such a
way that each Indian
Camillian confrere will
continue to cherish the
loving experiences that he
had with Fr. Nidini

Ernesto.

Identification and representation are
the elements of solidarity of the
missionaries who pitch their tents
among the people in unknown places.
These elements are possible because
we have Christ as a model. As He
identified himself  with the people, so
there are some missionaries who carry
on God’s mission in Christ Jesus. In
being together with the people and
with their hard realities, it has been
the primary impulse on the part of
the missionaries to go beyond their
comfort. Missionary zeal does not
stop with a mere exodus, but calls for
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a thorough jumping into the
unknown with the faith that takes one
to the light at the end of a tunnel.
Being missionaries or going for a
mission is a universal task that has its
roots in the very nature of the Church
(cfr. Ad gentes 2) and in the explicit
mandate of Jesus Christ (cfr. Mt 28:19;
Acts 1:8).

The universal mission is a non-stop
reality that is part and parcel of  the
very being of  every Christian and
naturally of  every Camillian religious
who makes present in the suffering
world Jesus, the Wounded Healer,
experienced by St. Camillus de Lellis
in his very life. Each Camillian
missionary knows the fact that it is
from God that the healing mandate
is given through the person of  Jesus
Christ and it is carried forward by the
Church through Camillians in many
ways and in many places. The
requirement to be Camillian
missionaries is to be free and faithful
in Christ and in his missionary zeal.

In the light of the mission of Jesus
through the person of  St. Camillus,
the sick and the suffering are liberated
every day from the bondage of
sickness and this credit goes to all
Camillians and Camillian missionaries,
and one of the missionaries about
whom we speak is Fr. Nidini Ernesto,
who travelled in the pilgrimage of
faith in India under the guidance of

the Holy Spirit to the people. Fr. Nidini
Ernesto, under the footsteps of  St.
Camillus, put a drop of love first of
all in the young Indian Camillians and
then through them in the life of the
sick and the suffering people of India.
Camillian mission of  serving the sick
has become part and parcel of each
Indian Camillian religious because of
the example that we received from Fr.
Nidini Ernesto and of the inspiring
model that we had seen in him.

KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONTEXT:
FUNDAMENTAL FOR FR. NIDINI’S

MISSION

Having had a lot of  experiences in
being missionary in Philippines and in
Thailand, Fr. Nidini Ernesto said ‘yes’
for a new mission in
India. He was a man who
moved from place to
place without any desire
of holding a particular
position or being in a
particular place (From the
funeral homily of  Fr.
Vittorio Paleari, Provincial
of  Lombardo-Venetian
Province). This shows the
availability of  Fr. Nidini
in being obedient to the
will of  God revealed
through the superiors.
Having said ‘yes’ for the
new mission in India, Fr.
Nidini left for India and

soon after the foundation of the
Camillian mission in 1984 with the
dawn of the first minor seminary at
Mananthavady, Kerala, India, he was
there fully inserted into the Indian soil,
rich of different cultures, traditions and
languages and of some heartbreaking
negative faces.

In order to be an effective missionary
for the mission of  healing ministry,
Fr. Nidini wished to have a reasonable
knowledge of  the Indian context. He
knew the pulse of the different
seminarians coming from different
cultures and from various languages,
one different from another. To
understand them well, he entered the
knowledge of  the context. We used to
find him reading lots of books about

Fr. Nidini vested for Mass in Syro-Malabar Rite
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Like a mother...
India. It is because he knew the fact
that Camillian mission would be
possible only if he situated himself
in the context in which he liked to live.
He knew India’s multidimensional
context: social, economic, cultural,
religious and ecclesial and accordingly
he carried out the Camillian mission.
Having been aware of  the primary
task of  the Camillians in being God’s
instrument of  healing, love and justice
in the heart of  the cultures and the
people, he started his mission in India.

The knowledge and the awareness of
various Indian contexts of Fr. Nidini
Ernesto enabled him to be a
missionary open, zealous and impartial
to everybody. He was a man of
simplicity, humility, sensibility, love
and charity. In his presence, we could
feel a fatherly affection, a motherly
love and a brotherly encouragement.
The deep contextual knowledge was
a boost for Fr. Nidini in order to
understand the young religious and
make them have a spirit of  unity and
fraternity although time and again
there were disputes among the
religious. We can proudly say that
although there were disputes among
the religious, all religious were close
to Fr. Nidini Ernesto for he was a man
of  unity and equality.

FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS OF HIS

MISSIONARY ZEAL

Fr. Nidini was a hard worker. I can
bring out an example: before the
building of Snehadaan Charity Home
in Bangalore, we, the brothers, worked
to cut the grass and some works
connected to cleaning the place. I
remember that Fr. Nidini was always
with us in giving us helping-hand.
Hard work was the daily bread of  Fr.
Nidini. He used to travel here and
there whenever the brothers were in
need of  some help. Whether he was
the superior of  the community or the
master of the professed or the novices,

he was always a model for us in
working hard both spiritually and
physically.

The element of being perfect in the
care of the sick is part and parcel of the
missionary zeal of Fr. Nidini and
which can be drawn from the
profound experience of St. Camillus
himself. The missionary zeal of  Fr.
Nidini made it possible for all of us
to serve the sick with all perfection.
Although in the beginning the
Camillians in India did not have their
own homes of  charity, the young
Camillians were inspired and taught
to take care of the sick in other homes
of  charity, like the Home for the aged
of the Little Sisters of the poor
(Bangalore), the Lepers of
Sumanahalli (Bangalore) and the poor
destitutes of  Mother Teresa of  Calcutta
(Bombay, Calcutta). Fr. Nidini had
been an inspiration for all of us to
extend the motherly love of St.
Camillus to the sick in all perfection.

The element of ‘perfection’ can be seen
very clearly in the personal,
communitarian and social life of  Fr.
Ernesto. He was a man of  profound
order and neatness. The neatness of
the major seminary ‘Upasana’ in
Bangalore could be noticed by
everybody who came to visit the house.
We have all learnt from him how to
keep the house and each one’s room
neat because it is from the neatness
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and perfection of  one’s house that one
learns to take care of  the sick perfectly.

Another element of the missionary
zeal of  Fr. Nidini is that the carrying
out of Camillian healing mission in
India did in fact take into
consideration the element of  diversity
in unity as an element of dialogue in
action. In India, the element of
diversity and unity is also felt in
healing the sick by each Camillian
religious. Fr. Nidini’s missionary zeal
took into consideration such beautiful
element that every Camillian religious
in togetherness and in belongingness
has been helped concretize his healing
presence for the sick and the merit
goes definitely to the untiring hard
work of  Fr. Nidini in gathering all of
us in unity for the sole scope of
healing the sick.

From this flows the next element of
his missionary spirit, that is, the
contextualization of  the Word made
Flesh, that is, the contextualization of
the healing action of  Jesus in the land
of  India, that is, the contextualization
of  the healing ministry of  St. Camillus
in India through his powerful
initiative. Another important aspect
of  the missionary zeal of  Fr. Nidini
is that he proclaimed the healing
mission of St. Camillus in silence and
in readiness until his last breath and
from this element flow the following
aspects. After he had left India, he

continued his healing mission in Italy
as chaplain in the hospitals of Mestre
and Padova. He was a Camillian who
proclaimed not his ideas or wisdom
but the love of Jesus for the sick. He
was always open to the voice of  the
Spirit in listening to the sick patiently
and calmly. Open to the opinions of
others, he gave importance to others.
Thus he emerged himself  in the
history of  each one of  us both in the
missions and in Italy without hiding
his own identity. We see this from the
fact that whenever there was
something to confront he did it with
all diligence and precaution that
others would not get hurt by his words
and actions. He was a man who liked
the company of others but he
respected their liberty giving them the
possibility of being responsible for
their actions.

In short, Fr. Nidini Ernesto, being a
man of  inculturation and dialogue,
could journey freely in the heart of
many with different cultures for a
future full of  young Indian Camillians
who still carry on the healing mission
of St. Camillus both in India and
abroad under his guiding example and
under his continued protection. G.
Sommaruga writes: “Camillus put
others in movement. He was
multiplied in others. He discovered
thousands of possibilities of others,
also of the lay people of his time. He
believed in volunteers. He had trust

in a handful of his lay people, who
had become then his Ministers of the
Infirm. He supported everyone. He
sensitized all to the ‘idea’. Camillus was
not a candle but a fire. He was not a
coach to drag but an engine” (G.
SOMMARUGA, Camillus de Lellis, protester
reformer saint, Edizione OARI, Italia,
p. 15). These words of  G. Sommaruga
written to illustrate the spirit of St.
Camillus can also be applied to Fr.
Nidini Ernesto for he was an engine
that pulls every Indian Camillian to the
scope of lightening the hearts of the
sick with the flame of that motherly
love of St. Camillus. Thus the mission
of Fr. Nidini Ernesto still continues
as we carry out his inspiring and
powerful witness of being Camillians.

A Light to carry on ...
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He put his meekness,
his wisdom and his
youthful enthusiasm at
the service of the
Missions, recalls

Carlo Vanzo MICarlo Vanzo MICarlo Vanzo MICarlo Vanzo MICarlo Vanzo MI

From Castelvero to East
where the Sun rises

Castelvero is a village that stands as a “balcony”,
looking over the green Alpone (river) valley.

Castelvero is nothing but a handful of  quarters spread
around as grazing herd in the field, whose villagers are
steadfast, honest and laborious people, in love with their
village and their instilled faith. Even to the present time,
if  you happen to stop at one of  the view points of  this
“balcony”, you can admire in awe its bright dawns and
shining sunsets.  They invite to fly toward the infinite;
they recall far distant dreams and move to fight for a
better and more just life.

Here, the “Great War (World War II)” had sown seeds of
tears and misery. In spite of  this, the local community
continued to grow in number and the space became small,
so that for many villagers meeting the needs of  their
numerous family members had become nearly impossible.
But life, which is always on the move, is a thrilling
adventure, a challenge for those who nourish great ideals
and dreams. With broken heart, fired by the desire for a
better life, throng of  villagers left Castelvero heading to
distant places, to towns and countries in search of  jobs.

Similarly, those dawns and sunsets have inspired and
motivated many young boys to respond to the invitation
coming from a “strong and mysterious voice”: “Follow me
and I will make you fishermen of  men! Come and work in the
Lord’s vineyard!”

Some might think: “These are but emotions, stirred by the
religious and cultural environment of  those days! They are nothing
but an easy scapegoat from failure and misery that followed the
war!”



25

Fr. Ernesto  with Fr. CarloVanzo
during his last visit to India in 2006

Difficult to say! Truly, even in present time, the Lord of
history leads the lives of  human beings in the same way.
As He did on the dusty roads of  Palestine, He continues
calling friends to follow Him, to announce His Gospel
and to work in His Church!  Among the many young boys,
there was one remembered for being sensitive, serene and
determined, Ernesto Nidini.

Driven by youthful enthusiasm, but with nostalgia in his
heart, Ernesto, in his young age, followed the invitation
extended to him by a “good Camillian” who happened to
visit Castelvero. He joined the Minor Seminary, living the
long formation period with passion and intensity. Serene
and still enthusiastic for his vocation, he started showing
growing interest to the missionary ideals. Since the time
of his secondary school, he was elected as the in-charge of
the Missionary group, whose goals were praying for the

missionaries and animating the students. His yearly holidays
in Castelvero brought him restoration, both physical and
mental; the affection of his mother Anita and of his dear
ones, acted as a re-enforcement  for his determination to
become a Camillian missionary, preaching the Good News
of Christ, especially to the sick! In 1964, he fulfilled his
dream by being ordained a priest!

After a few years in Italy, he soon realized that the
Mediterranean Sea was too narrow for his horizons! Having
completed a period of  preparation, in 1967 he departed
to far distant isles, to the East where the sun rises and
where Messengers of  Christ are needed! During many
years, he was animator, formator and model of  life for
students and young seminarians in Thailand and in the
Philippines.  He put his meekness, his wisdom and his
youthful enthusiasm at the service of  these Missions.
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Fr. Nidini and Fr. Carlo with the temporary
professed at Upasana

It is well known that new missions are confronted by
difficulties, uncertainties and suffering but, slowly and
steadily, new vocations began to appear. In those Asian
countries, a Camillian spring had started!  Following the
request and with the full support of  his mentor, Fr. Antonio
Crotti, in 1984 he went to India. The land of  Gandhi, vast
and mysterious, was one of  his dreams. India will see Fr.
Nidini as the co-founder of the new Mission, animating a
flourishing Camillian presence that showed special interest
towards the care of  the sick and of  the poorest.

How many missions! He loved all of  them, sparing for
them the gifts of  his intelligence, of  his entrepreneurship
and of  his heart. For his missions, he toiled, prayed and
silently suffered. He was well aware that the seed of  grain
becomes golden wheat only if  drenched by bitter and salty
tears. Many have stared at his meek, smiling and determined
eyes, but only a few have seen them red and moisten with
tears! Many have witnessed his missionary enthusiasm, but
just a handful could meet him kneeling down in front of
the Eucharist in meditation! He knew, that only in this
way, the small missionary seedling would flourish into a
strong tree.

With friends and with the community in Castelvero at large,
he built up bonds of  friendship and of  missionary
collaboration. Many were his activities, especially during

his holidays in Italy: he used to animate days of prayer,
raffles, meetings with like minded groups and other events
to spread knowledge about his Missions. Because of  his
missionary zeal and of  his enticing character, many in
Castelvero still consider themselves as his friends and his
memory stirs nostalgia.

I have had the privilege to visit some of  the Indian
communities with Fr. Ernesto. It was a touching
experience: everyone was eager to show his esteem and
gratefulness to Fr. Ernesto, seeing in him a brother, a friend
and a father. Unfortunately, too early, Fr. Ernesto has taken
off  to the Father’s abode where he will be awarded for the
gift of  his life. In many missionary stations, in Thailand,
in the Philippines, in India and also in his hometown,
Castelvero, his memory has become living story spreading
Jesus’ hope to a confused and hopeless world.

Perhaps, it is the fading memory of  one lost friend that
colors the past with nostalgia; but, our personal story,
sometimes monotonous, in other instances sparkling with
acts of  generosity, can only become enthusiastic and even
heroic if  lived for the Lord in the service to our brothers
and sisters.

I think with serenity and homesickness, with gratefulness
and admiration to the human, camillian and missionary
experience of  the late Fr. Ernesto, for the many good things
he has accomplished and, more importantly, for having
had the fortune to befriend, to be his school mate and
from his own village and for having journeyed a long way
since our far and beautiful youth.

[Fr. Carlo Vanzo is from the same village of  Fr. Ernesto Nidini,
companion in the school and in the seminary, same batch and same
religious Order.]
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With Fr. Paulinos OSB amd Fr. Bressanin
With the then Superior General
Fr. Vendrame in Mananthavady

With the novices during his last visit to IndiaFr. Nidini in Upasana
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If  Only....

 Joshy Kanjirathamkunnel MI

“And I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this down: Blessed are those who die in the Lord from
now on. Yes, says the Spirit, they are blessed indeed, for they will rest from their hard work; for their good
deeds follow them!” (Rev, 14:13.)

Nothing, they say, is more devastating than losing a loved one. The memories linger. A
longing for their presence never truly fades. Very often, regrets start to creep up, and the
millions of  “if  only” merely serve to deepen the grief. “If  only” is also my feeling in
thinking of  Fr. Nidini.  If  only he was alive… by this time he would have visited Vienna.
We would have become one among the thousands of  tourists visiting Opera house, the
astonishing Art Museums, listening to the breath-taking classical music and we would
have enjoyed our evening walk along the Danube River. We would have spend time
amazing at the beauty of  Palaces, Museums and Churches constructed along the  wide
streets of  Vienna in   medieval Romanesque   and in Baroque architectural style;   a later
contribution of  Renaissance characterized by new explorations of  form, light and shadow
and dramatic intensity.
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I write these lines because I miss him. I write
this to emphasis what kind of a person he
was: some one who got along with every
body, some one who had a taste for
everything.  It pains me even today to write
these lines, because it was one of  his last
wishes which he shared with me as we were
walking along the  sea shore of  our private
beach in Lido, Italy, a few months before his
death. It pains, because this was how I
planned to celebrate his visit to Vienna, “if
only” he had visited Vienna.  Were the soft
waves that washed his feet at the shore of
our beach paying their last tribute to him,
knowing that these feet will never appear
again at their shore?

We miss his smile and his kindness.  With
him we spent many happy years. We will miss
him when we need a friend; we will miss him
when we need an understanding formator
and we will miss him when we need a compassionate priest.
On him we always could depend. He had a loving and
giving nature.  His heart was made of  pure gold, and to us
who truly love him, his memory will never grow old. He
had his limitations but his strength of  character could
compromise with the limitations of  many of  us.  He had
his weakness but he found his strength in strengthening
the weak ones. May be he was not an efficient formator
but he had the ability to accompany a formee.  Yet tragically
he was stoned for the same fault from which many of  us
are not spared. “The water in a vessel is sparkling; the water in
the sea is dark. The small truth has words that are clear; the great
truth has great silence” (Tagore, stray Birds)

“He took, He blessed, He broke, and He gave. To be taken, to be
blessed, to be broken and to be given is the summary of  the life of
Jesus who was taken, who was blessed by God, broken on the cross,
and given to the world”. (Henri Nouwen ”The Life of  the

Beloved”) It is also the summary of  the life of  Fr. Nidini,
who was anointed to be “another Christ”. He took, he
blessed, he broke, he gave and he has gone. He took
mission as vision, he was blessed to be the pioneer of  a
young mission, he broke himself  for this foundation, he
gave a future and many priests to this foundation and he
has gone in a new mission to get his rewards for his mission
on this earth. “Precious in the sight of  the LORD is the
death of  his saints.” (Psalm 116:15)). If  only Fr. Nidini
was here on this earth for a bit longer - is the deepest
longing of  those who have known him and have
experienced his care.

 Love knows no boundaries — it can travel through time
and the world beyond to live on, no matter what. “We have
loved him during life; let us not abandon him, until we have conducted
him by our prayers into the house of  the Lord” (Saint Ambrose).
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Fr. Nidini has influenced me so much in my journey to be
a Camillian religious priest. I know him since 1984 (my
second year of  minor seminary formation). He was my
formator for a long period.  Much of  what I am now, as a
Camillian I owe to him. Even after my ordination I had
the good fortune to work with him. During these almost
25 years of friendship I had an opportunity to be with him
and support him in times of difficulties as well.

One thing that comes to my mind often is that he has
suffered a lot for the mission, not only for India, but also
for Thailand and Philippines. For India, he worked almost
alone for years and was with a heart full of love. I admire
his simplicity, generosity, charity, fatherly love, dedication
and commitment. The most important part of  his life was
spent in India and we Indian Camillians know him much
more than many others in the Province. He left
unexpectedly; he had a lot of  energy, love and dreams left
in him.

After coming here in Italy I had gone up to Paduva only
to meet him and we had spent a few hours including Lunch
at his community in December 2007. Again we had a few
communications over phone and through letters. The final
communication over phone we had was on 11th February,
the previous day of  his departure. I called him to wish ‘get
well soon’ and to assure him prayers. But God took him to
a world where he will be very well.  It is painful when a
person who knows you well departs. It is painful all the

more when a person who loves you and you love departs.
But I am sure that his memory will remain ever.

The Indian Vice Province owe so much to him, for his great
sacrifices, hard work, dedication and model. His
contributions to the Vice Province are without parallel.
India grew up faster than many, if  not all, other foundations.
Even when Fr. Nidini had to be away, India was so much
for him and he was so much for India. His love is now to
be concretized through living out his values through our
lives and commitment so that he will be happy to see it
from heaven and his intercession would be helpful for the
same.

The final dream of Fr. Nidini was realized faster than all of
us expected, though for God everything is as expected and
known.

t r i b u t e

Pazhanilath Babychan MI
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It was with great sadness and shock that we received the news of  the sudden demise of  Fr.
Ernesto Nidini. In India we usually called him Father Nidini. Words are not sufficient to

describe the great contribution he made to the Order by developing and nurturing the young
foundation that Fr. Crotti founded to a promising Delegation. We are beginning the silver
jubilee celebrations of  our delegation very soon and Fr. Nidini will be greatly missed in all
moments of  our preparation and celebration of  this great event. His toil and hard work is
visible in the majority of  our communities and houses. We were really blessed during his last
visit to India in 2006 when he opened our new minor seminary in Trichy. It is hard to believe
he is no more with us physically. But we are sure his deep love for our delegation and each
one of  us personally will continue to be there, inspiring us, guiding us and encouraging us.
He was indeed a true missionary, bringing the merciful love of  Christ expressed in our
Charism to each one of  our hearts. We promise to keep this flame alive through our lives
which he has kindled.

We thank the Lombardo Venetian Province, our mother province, and the dear family of  Fr.
Nidini for sharing with us such a wonderful gift through your great missionary, Fr. Ernesto
Nidini. His sons in India are represented today at this celebration of  his eternal passage to
heaven through Fr. Babychan, Fr. Joshy, Fr. Prakash, Fr. Jayan, Fr. Siby Kanjirathummoottil,
Fr. Arlappa, Fr. William, Fr. Jaison and Fr. Biju Nannattu. All of  us in India express our
heartfelt sorrow to each one of  you. We join you today in prayer thanking the Lord for this
wonderful person who has touched many hearts dearly. May God grant him eternal Peace.!

[The condolence message given by Fr. Mathew Perumpil on February 15, 2008]

c o n d o l e n c e



Thirsty
He dug deep…

Gushed forth a well of water,
Quenching

The thirst of ages…
The well that set a stage

For the Living Water!

Jacob:Jacob:Jacob:Jacob:Jacob:
All who thirst for ‘n’ find

Streams of Life!

The WThe WThe WThe WThe Well:ell:ell:ell:ell:
Hope carved in the History;

Their (Jacob’s) Foot-prints!
(Cf Jn 4:1-26)

Foot-prints


