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Baby Ellickal MI
Provincial

The cultural, social, and political changes which affect peoples and continents, not 
without distress, demand of the Church an evangelical presence which is a 
response to the most widespread hopes and aspirations of humanity. This 

pressing pastoral concern, made more acute by the reflections and goals of the Second 
Vatican Council, has reappeared in the synods of bishops and in apostolic exhortations, 
appealing clearly and insistently to the Christian community to make courageous 
choices in the process of renewal so as to draw modern men and women to the Gospel, 
the source of all authentic human and social progress.
The history of today’s world, embodied in the concrete existence of every person, 
becomes an open book for serious meditation by the Church and by all Christians. It is a 
challenge to all vocations in the Church, calling them to an exacting revision of life and 
commitment. Religious, because of the radicality of our evangelical options, feel more 
profoundly challenged. We know that, in the measure we ourselves are 
converted to God’s original plan for humanity as revealed in the New Man Jesus, we will 
help accelerate in others that conversion of mentality and outlook which will make the 
reform of economic, social and political structures authentic and stable and place them 
in the service of a more just and peaceful coexistence.
To achieve this, in striving for renewal in our witness and mission, all religious institutes 
are exhorted to procure for their members a proper understanding of humanity, of the 
conditions of the times and of the needs of the Church, so that, making wise judgments 
about the contemporary world in the light of faith and burning with apostolic zeal, we 
may be able to help men and women more effectively in the Year 2020. 

Seeing Everything Anew 
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Religious life, profoundly rooted in the example and 
teaching of Christ the Lord, is a gift of the Father to 
his church through the Spirit. (Cf. VC- 1) Religious 

consecration begins with a call from God that tells, “You did 
not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go 
and bear fruit, fruit that will last...” (Cf. Jn. 15:16 -17). The 
vocation to religious life is God’s initiative.  It is upon this 
choicest choice that formation builds up. To respond to a 
vocation means learning day by day to turn to the Lord, to 
accept one’s limitations and thus experience God’s mercy, 
to live in freedom and to attain the knowledge of the Son of 
God (Cf. Eph. 4:11 - 16). To live the life according to the call 
one received means to live the Gospel in a more mature and 
radical manner, to get to know the charism of our institute, to 
allow the Holy Spirit to accompany one’s life and to discern 
God’s plan, and to live in the bond of charity with the sick 
people. Hence the Camillian religious vocation is a following 
of Christ in the light of the experience of St. Camillus 
(Camillian Rule of Formation). The call to religious life, all 
begin seemingly insignificant manner (Parable of the 
mustard seed), and grows to a greater being of meaningful 
existence. To keep alive this thrust and to be more willing to 
be guided by the Spirit in living the Charism of mercy to the 
sick, we have the meaningful celebration of the Camillian 
Year of Vocation. 
The Theme: The Call to Serve with Compassion
Compassion is the basic and natural expression of love, and 
it is all the more true regarding Divine Love. God’s heavenly 
Love was poured out on to the humans and to the whole 
creation through the compassionate presence of His Son.
Every word, deed and even every gesture of Jesus the Son 
of God, was charged and powered by the flux of this divine 
compassion. People, when experienced this divine power 
flowing forth, came to him in multitude. Some wanted to 
touch him, and some others wanted to be touched by him, 
while still some others just wanted him to utter a word for 
them or for their loved ones, because all experienced power 
flowing forth from him…! Amazing are the ways that people - 
especially the sick - drew comfort and experienced care and 
healing from the Lord! The culmination of the manifestation 
of Christ’s compassion is depicted in his passion and 
crucifixion. His seven sentences on the Cross speaks aloud 
how compassionate the Lord is. By the Forgiving Event on 

the Cross, Christ surprises all with a supernatural 
compassion for the souls sick with hatred (usually called ‘the 
enemies’).
The risen Christ invited the Apostles and the disciples to 
share in this divine power of compassion that comforts and 
heals the broken - the hearts broken by the worries and 
sorrows, the world broken by sin and corruption and the 
bodies broken by the wounds of sickness and pain…! 
Together with the passion for Christ, God the Holy Spirit 
imparted into the hearts of the Apostles and the early 
Christians, Christ’s compassion itself, powered and propelled 
by which the Church formed her Motherly identity.
In due time, the Lord was compassionate also to a poor 
sinner of Bucchianico, in Italy. And thus, Camillus de Lellis 
too was ignited by that same compassion by which God the 
son manifested the Father’s Love and by which the Church 
was powered and drew her Motherly identity from. The 

Camillian Year of Vocation, 2019-20

By Lijo Pattathil MI

Called to be Compassionate

article
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words of the Crucified Lord in his most difficult time not only 
strengthened Camillus’ motivation, but also fairely instilled 
in him the power to turn his woundedness into channels 
of grace that streamed out into the sick and the suffering. 
Calling the sick as ‘the Lords and Masters’ and serving them 
as compassionate as ‘a mother who cares for her only child 
who is sick’, St. Camillus opened a ‘New School of 
Charity’, surprising the whole world with the 
‘new-yet-ancient’ formula of compassion. 
His inner throbbing was such that he 
did not even care to die caring for the 
plague-stricken, going to the point of 
“vowing” to risk life to serve the sick. 
This grace-filled compassion which 
motivates Camillians to risk life to 
serve the sick – the Camillian Fourth 
Vow – forms the Camillian identity and 
uniqueness universally admired through 
the acceptance of the Red Cross of St. 
Camillus!
He did not resist the Holy Spirit in passing on the 
same ignition into many more hearts, letting the Spirit to 
shape this ‘New School’ into The Order of the Ministers of 
the Infirm.  Fulfilling the promise of the Crucified Lord, “this 
work is not yours but Mine; go on”, the Holy Spirit 
continues to inspire many hearts to enter this ‘still New 
School of Charity’ to be ignited by the heart of our founder 
father and to serve the suffering world ‘with more hearts in 
our hands’. 
We realize and accept that this call to be diffused into this 
divine reality of compassion, which is the Camillian 
uniqueness and identity, is the very heart of our vocation. 
Yes, to be a Camillian is to be another St. Camillus; and all 
the more, it is to be another Christ – and Christ the Crucified! 
That is to say, the vocation to be a Camillian is to serve with 
COMPASSION – the compassion of Christ Himself, which 
urged St. Camillus to be mutated into a saint – the Saint of 
Compassion!
May this Year of Vocation help all the Camillians to delve 
deep into the true, original and radical spirit of compassion 
and enable each of us to find the pearly treasures of our 
call to serve the sick and one another with the supernatural 
and revolutionary expression of compassion of Christ the 
Crucified as lived out by St. Camillus, our Founder.
The Logo
The theme invites us to look at the world of affliction in a 
different perspective. St. Camillus inspires us to cherish 
a divine vision of compassionate care for the sick, which 
he called as “the New School of Charity”. This vision was 
a gift to our founder from God the Father through his Son 
and the Holy Spirit, and was particularly earmarked with 
the heavenly sign of the ‘Red Cross’. From the time of St. 
Camillus there dawned a new era of Christ’s compassion 
in the hospitals and in every realm of the care for the sick! 
This new and revolutionary perspective, mesmerizing the 

caring world, was well accepted by the humanity and thus 
the Red Cross of St. Camillus has become the universal 
sign of the revolutionary divine compassion and care for the 
sick. The Camillian Red Cross has become the symbol of a 
new vision: the divine, radical and genuine compassion that 
revolutionizes the paradigm of care.

Reading this logo through the spectacles of this 
fact, we find:

The Whole Figure - An Eyeball - 
indicates the world of caring
The Red Cross – the iris/pupil – 
the revolutionary vision of care: the 
divine, radical and genuine 
compassion in caring for the sick and 
the suffering; the “New School of 

Charity”; the Camillian Charism 
expressed in and through the Camillian 

Fourth Vow. Cross also indicates the 
Son who is Heavenly Compassion 

enfleshed even to the point of compassionate 
forgiveness on the Cross.

Blue Hand - The Upper Wall of the Eyeball – the hand of 
God the Father who gives this priceless gift of compassion in 
Christ and through St. Camillus to the Order of the Ministers 
of the Infirm and to the whole world.
Green Hand – The Lower Wall of the Eyeball – represents 
Camillians and the caring world who receives this gift of New 
School of Charity after the Model of Christ himself. This also 
represents the universe and the sick themselves eagerly 
awaiting such a compassionate care.
Three Human Figures - At the Centre – are the persons 
drawn towards the Red Cross, the Camillian charism of 
radical and revolutionary care for the sick. The 
presentation of the three human figures as though driven 
by a wind indicates the work of the holy Spirit in the world 
of care and in the hearts of men and women drawing them 
toward the Red Cross.
And they are three in number to indicate the Trinitarian 
number of perfection and the work of the Holy Trinity in 
the vocation of each Camillian.  This means that Camillian 
charism needs to be lived out meaningfully and so it should 
be introduced and exposed to all as a city built on the hill-top 
so that the hearts that are inspired can be attracted to it. This 
indicates personal and communitarian obligation to promote 
vocations.
The Wordings on the Top – The Motto – Verbal 
expressions of the spirit and importance of the year. (already 
explained in the note on the theme/motto).
The Wordings at the Bottom - Verbal expressions of the 
Camillian Year of Vocation.
The Objectives and Activities Envisaged
To consider some of the objectives of this celebration is to 
thank God for the gift of vocation in the Camillian religious 
family, as a community and personally. A year dedicated 
to renew one’s joyous friendship with Christ to live and do 
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the Charism of mercy to the sick. “To clothe yourselves with 
the new self-created according to the likeness of God, in 
true righteousness and holiness.” (Cf. Eph. 4:24) And to 
still interiorise the evangelical counsels for a greater fidelity 
to creatively witness the compassion, Jesus manifested 
towards the sick and the poor.  Added to that, we need to 
equip ourselves to manage meaningfully the challenges of 
our time. And for sure, it is to promote good vocations to our 
Order, especially in our province.  Jesus invited his disciples 
to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send more labours into 
his harvest (Mt.9: 38). We need to pray earnestly and make 
sincere effort to promote good vocations to our Order. It is 
the duty of each individual member to promote vocations, by 
the effective use of one’s gifts and by the meaningful 
witnessing of the charism of mercy to the sick. Being 
reminded by the Rule of Formation of our Order, “each 
religious must insert into his program of prayer some special 
moments in which he asks God for vocations which will 
perpetuate the Charism of mercy to the sick” (Cf. Rule of 
Formation P.11)

Therefore, Camillian Year of Vocation 2019-20 has greater 
meaning and much to gain. And we propose the following 
itinerary for the Camillian Year of Vocation.
1. Daily prayer:  A prayer is sent to all the religious to pray 
every day throughout the year.
2. Daily a Eucharist will be celebrated for more vocations 
and for graceful renewal of one’s own vocation. (We will 
assign each confrere priest to celebrate for this intention, 
apart from the general intention already we have. Each one 
has to celebrate 12 Masses in this year and not to celebrate 
it together)  
3. Weekly Eucharistic adoration in the community on Fridays
4. Monthly write up on different themes, which will be used 
for study/ reflection in the community, report of which will be 
combined to publish at the end of year. And can be used for 
payer day/ monthly recollection/ an hour of prayer. 
(suggested themes are given below)
5. Pray one mystery of the Holy Rosary daily for the intention 
of more vocations and renewal of our own vocations.
6. Thanksgiving Rosary: The community will pray together a 
Rosary as a thanksgiving for the vocation on every Saturday. 

7. Bi-yearly seminars/workshops on, “Camillian witness of 
Charism and Spirituality” (it can be organised by our own 
trained confreres/ if needed someone from outside/ form a 
team to organise this seminar. It can be done separately for 
our confreres/ temporary professed/ for the candidates in 
formation) and also on relevant themes and topics 
accordingly.
8. Vocation Promotion: Each confrere promotes one vocation
Following are the suggested themes for each month
1. Our vocation is a precious gift and a responsibility to make 
known Christ in the Church
2. Making meaning of vocation through faithfulness and 
loving service
3. Being wholesome person for greater fruitfulness 
4. Camillian vocation is a call to bring life and growth 
5. Camillian vocation is a call to be servants and not to be 
served
6. Hospitality is special character of a Camillian
7. Bearing witness to the merciful love of Christ for the sick
8. Our Constitution is a road-map for greater fidelity to our 
charism and spirituality 
9. Red Cross - a unique identity to be a Camillian at Service 
10. The challenges of being a genuine Camillian in the 
modern era
11. Why do I promote vocations to the Camillian Order?
12. How do I express my gratitude to the gift of my Camillian 
religious vocation?
Conclusion
The Year of Camillian Vocation gives us all a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect on the beauty and meaning of our 
Christian calling and religious commitment. Whatever we do, 
wherever we are – whether we are priests or religious, young 
or old, under formation or ongoing formation, we are all 
called to grow more deeply into our following of Jesus Christ. 
In this Year of Camillian Vocation, we give thanks to God 
for those who awaken in us a sense of God’s calling and 
for those who respond with generosity to God as committed 
religious. “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 
Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
workers into His harvest” (Cf. Mt 9:36-38). 
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St. Camillus Province has been 
blessed to have the inauguration 
of the Camillian year of vocation, 

on the solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
We are grateful to celebrate with joy 
and hope the solemnity, being a 
Camillian religious or being in formation 
or being part of the Camillian family.  As 
a thanksgiving to the Immaculate Virgin 
Mary, St. Camillus established that this 
feast shall be the most solemn feast in 
our Oder, in memory of the foundation 
of our Order.  
Being in jubilation of this solemn day 
of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, 
rejuvenating those sentiments which 
St. Camillus had in his heart, we begin 
the Camillian year of Vocation. A year 
of thanksgiving to God for the gift of 
Vocation we have received and for a 
sincere renewal of our life, towards 
meaningfully being a Camillian.  The 
religious life is going through the untold 
challenges; however, it is lived with 
vigour and enthusiasm, meaningfully 
witnessing the Gospel of Christ. In this 
context, we need to equip ourselves to 
manage meaningfully the challenges of 
our time; through prayer, study and 
reflection of Camillian charism and 
spirituality.  In a specially manner, this 
year, we strive to promote more 
vocations to our Order, in our province. 

Camillian year of Vocation has 
greater meaning and much to 
envisage in promoting vocations. Jesus 
felt compassion for them, as he saw 
the people coming up to him.  He said 
to his disciples, the harvest is rich but 
the labourers are few; pray therefore 
to the Lord of the harvest to send more 
labourers into his harvest. We pray that 
the Holy Spirit may inspire the hearts of 
the young, in the face of many 
fascinations of the world around. 
May the heart of St. Camillus, which 
throbbed with compassion for the sick, 
inspire the hearts of the young to 
commit themselves for the sick.   
We began the solemn celebration, 
with a procession from the entrance of 
the Provincial house. All of us had the 
badge imprinted with the emblem of the 
year of Vocation on the chest. We have 
taken in procession the Crucifix in the 
front, the statue of Mother Mary, and Fr. 
Benny carried the Relic of St. Camillus 
and the Blessed ones of our Order. The 
Eucharistic celebration was presided 
over by Fr. Alessandro, from our 
Mother Province and concelebrated 
by Fr. Laurent Zoungrana, our Vicar 
General and Fr. Lijo, in-charge of the 
secretariat for formation. Fr. Lijo 
welcomed every one, with a brief 
introduction on the Camillian Year of 
Vocation and invited Fr. Laurent to 

inaugurate the Camillian year of 
Vocation by releasing the Logo of the 
Camillian year of vocation. 
Fr. Alessandro opened the Banner 
for the Camillian year of Vocation. Fr. 
Christi Sebastian preached a 
meaningful homily, focusing on the two 
aspects of Mary’s Vocation to be the 
Mother of God and of each one of us. 
They are: Mother Mary is the highly 
favoured person of God... do we find 
favour with God, in our vocation.  And 
secondly, Mother Mary went with haste 
to meet St. Elizabeth, travelling so long, 
as one hundred and fifty or so 
kilometres, taking high risk. Thus, she 
showed that she is the embodiment 
of compassion. He then expounded 
on the Camillian Year of Vocation, the 
theme of the Year of Vocation, “Call to 
Serve with Compassion” and the Logo 
of the Camillian Year of Vocation. He 
called on us to make the Camillian Year 
of Vocation to delve deep into the true, 
original and radical spirit of compassion 
and enable each of us to find the pearly 
treasures of our call to serve the sick 
and one another with the supernatural 
and revolutionary expression of 
compassion of Christ the Crucified as 
lived out by St. Camillus, our Founder.

Camillian Year of Vocation inaugurated

Camillian Year of 
Vocation has greater 
meaning and much to 
envisage in promoting 
vocations. 

Fr. Alessandro (centre) 
with Fr. Laurent and 
Fr. Lijo during the 
inauguration of the Year of 
Vocation. 

By Lijo Pattathil MI
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“

October 13, 2019..
A blessed day for the entire Catholic Church and for the 
whole world, because on this graceful day was the 
canonization of five holy-ones who marked the history of 
faith with heroic living of Christian virtues. Bl. John Henry 
Newman, Bl. Josephine Vannini, Bl. Mariam Thresia, Bl. 
Dulce Pontes and Bl. Marguerite Bays were called Saints 
by the Pope Francis during the Eucharistic celebration in St. 
Peter’s square on the morning of October 13.
It was a joyful surprise for me to hear from our Provincial Fr. 
Baby Ellickal an unexpected question over the phone on a 
fine day, asking me: “Do you like to go for the canonization of 
Bl. Josephine Vanninni to Vatican?”. It surprised me for many 
reasons: firstly, it was just a few hours before the call that I 
told the Lord that I would like to attend the holy ceremony, 
and no one exept the Lord knew my heart! Secondly, it was 
an extraordinary canonization event for me, since a 
Camillian nun and a nun from Kerala, my homeland, were to 
be elevated to sainthood. Moreover, Bl. John Henry 
Newman’s broad smile added fire to my surprise, because 
I remember learning of him for the first time by reading an 
English book on him as a ‘punitive imposition’ for some 
mischiefs in the minor seminary! I thought that he might be 
rewarding me, more than two decades later, for the struggle I 
took to learn of him! 
It was like a dream come true for me to be present (with Fr. 
Lijo, Fr. Siby K, Fr. Arlappa and Fr. Bobin) in the Square to 
concelebrate the Holy Mass and to witness the heavenly 
event. Hundreds of priests and many bishops in communion 
with thousands of the lay faithful who gathered in the holy 
ground of St. Peter’s Basilica witnessed these holy moments 
of heaven embracing the earth for the sake of five human 

By Sebastian Christi MI

lives who lived their faith and vocation responsibly. Blessed 
are they who believed that what has been told of them would 
be fulfilled (cf. St. Luke 1:45).
Being a Camillian, it was a day unforgettable and inspiring 
because after the symbol of Camillians’ joy, i.e., the huge 
statue of St. Camillus inside the Basilica of St. Peter, the 
nun with the Red Cross on the chest present on the facade 
of the monument of Faith and the Rock of the Church on 
October 13, was calling me and all Camillians , I believe, to 
be grateful to the Lord for the gift of our Fourth Vow - our 
identity and guarantee of heaven! It was a joyful day for the 
whole Camillian Charismatic Family too to feel all the more 
motivated and inspired to serve the sick with more diligence 
and love. The event also aroused in the heart of all the 
Camillians that we belong to a family not only having a father 
but moreover, also a mother in heaven, to intercede for us 
and for our ministries.
Being present at the Square of the Basilica was an 
experience of home-coming. It was like reaching back at 
one’s ancestral home after long years of curious awaiting. 
First of all, it is the ancestral home of the Catholic Church; 
and being there refreshed my emotions of belongingness 
to the Faith and the Church. Secondly, seeing one of us, 
Camillians, venerated at the altar was extremely inspiring. 
It opened in me, stronger than ever, a stream of passionate 
sense of joy, belongingness, commitment and satisfaction. It 
was also a great feeling to see Camillians from all the three 
congregations come together in the same ground, evoking 
a sense of one bigger family. Thanks to the Lord who has 
called each of us to the same glory of heaven through 
faithfully living out this call to embrace this martyrdom of 
charity by caring the sick even at the risk to one’s own life!

A dream come true!

The event aroused in the heart of 
all the Camillians that we belong 
to a family not only having a father 
but moreover, also a mother in 
heaven, to intercede for us and for 
our ministries.

experience
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It was indeed yet another moment of 
grace in the life of the four 
jubilarians who were blessed to make 

a pilgrimage to the Holy Land! It was 
the fulfilment of a long-cherished desire 
to have a glance of the places God 
lived among us! 
The first day of our arrival gifted us 
with the sight of the “Promised land” 
from mount Nebo which God showed 
Moses. Deuteronomy 34:1 gives us this 
account, “Then Moses went up from 
the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to 
the top of Pisgah, which is opposite to 
Jericho, and the LORD showed him the 
whole land.” Our curiosity took wings! 
We continued our journey from the 
holy place where Moses completed 
his journey. We were able to see the 
origin of the Lake Galilee from Mount 
Nebo where water reaches from seven 
springs like the seven gifts of the Holy 
spirit into our hearts. Though the travel 
in the night had deprived us of our 
sleep, our eyes were wide open and we 
were full of enthusiasm and a feeling of 
freshness like the water of lake Galilee. 
The sea of Galilee is significant in Bible 
as there were several villages around 
it where Jesus taught, performed sings 
and wonders and lived. As our guide 
mentioned may be this is the only thing 
that remains the same from the time of 
Jesus to this day! Some of the 

By Kaithaparambil Reji MI

Recalling pilgrimage to

important places like Capernaum, 
Bethsaida, mount where Jesus taught 
beatitudes, the place where Jesus 
multiplied bread, the place where Jesus 
prepared bread and fish for his 
disciples after his resurrection are on 
the northern bank of the lake. Visiting 
those places had given us an 
experience of being with the Lord and 
his apostles and re-living some exciting 
moments of the Gospel. 
We were blessed with moments of 
physical nourishments as well. God 
blessed us with an opportunity to 
have our lunch, in a restaurant by the 
lake side, prepared of rice and St. 
Peter’s fish. Remember the 153 fish 
the disciples caught!  We left the Lake 
and moved along with river Jordan and 
reached place where Jesus received 
baptism. Though the water in the 
river was muddy and cold there were 
several people, not of our group, who 
‘received’ baptism there – young and 
old. It amazed me to know the depth of 
their faith and devotion – ever flowing 
like river Jordan! We had to leave the 
river to its destiny and had to reach our 
destination - the dead sea! Needless to 
say, all of us had wonderful time in the 
clay and water. Everyone was alive in 
the dead sea, the lowest point on earth 
below sea level! 
We had a long way to Jerusalem. We 

were able to pray way of the cross 
along the way once our saviour carried 
his cross and walked. It is also very 
clear in my memory, while we were 
praying the third station of the cross 
a man came and ridiculed us. It was 
a manifestation of a very mild form of 
humiliations Jesus faced. Prophet is 
despised in his place even to this day!  
We were awaiting to kiss the tomb of 
Jesus the fountain of life. We were 
the last ones to accomplish the great 
blissful moments in our live before 
the closing time. The gate of the Holy 
Sepulchre was closed when the last 
member of our group payed homage! 
Glory to God! 
Pilgrimage as a whole has changed our 
way of looking at gospel background. 
We feel enriched and blessed. 
Traveling with a group of lay people 
opened our eyes to understand how 
deep their faith was. Some of them 
were deeply prayerful and devoted as 
they were making the journey to meet 
their Lord. It was amazing to see how 
helpful were some of the group 
members to the elderly members; 
helpful in assisting them to walk, to 
climb stairways, to carry their luggage, 
to fix their dress and to serve food. 
Our journey began flowing from the 
bank of Lake Galilee though river 
Jordan, dead sea and red sea to the 
bank of river Nile in Cairo where 
mortals had attempted to make 
immortal monuments of Pyramids. I 
pray that our memories of pilgrimage 
and moments of grace would also 
remain ever alive in us, that we may 
cause the living water flow from us. 

Holy Land
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I attended the international 
leadership conference 
organized by Camillian Disaster 

Service International (CADIS) 
from Oct 28 to November 3, 2019 
at the Diocesan Catholic Mission 
Centre Chiang Mai, more than 
one hour’s fly from Bangkok.
I arrived there on October 28, 
2019 and proceeded to Chiang 
Mai along with some of the 
delegates who had arrived in 
Bangkok as well.
The conference was divided 
into 3 sessions over 6 days. The 
first two days were dedicated for 
training on Encyclical Laudato si - 
on caring for our common home. 
This was a wholistic 
environmental initiative 
promoted by Pope Francis, 
which focused on bringing forth 
an environmentally sustainable, 

CADIS international 
leadership conference
By Biju Sauriamthottiyil MI

spiritually fulfilling, socially just 
human presence on this planet. 
The symposium focused on 
bringing awareness regarding 
the ecological crises humanity 
faces and suggested a framework 
to see, judge and act in ways to 
transform ourselves internally to 
reduce carbon footprint and for 
external engagement to create 
social impact. 
The next two days were 
dedicated to a village 
experience in order to engage 
with the community and to 

understand the impact of climate 
change on their daily living.  
Sustainability issues on culture 
and livelihood and impact of 
sudden upheavals such as coping 
with flood and other natural 
disasters were queried and 
discussed.
Indigenous people held cultural 
programs to spread awareness of 
local culture and to make us 
sensitive to their perspective 
on life.  The last two days were 
dedicated to strategic planning for 
CADIS looking ahead from 2020 
to 2026. In-depth evaluation of 
previous years’ projects, 
achievements, shortcomings and 
failures were discussed. Also, 
the team brainstormed regarding 
future possibilities. 
CADIS has expanded and 
registered in USA, Australia, 
Kenya and Thailand.   Also in 
many countries registration is 
under process. Overall, CADIS 
seems to have made great strides 
forward to become a contributor 
in the lives of people impacted by 
disasters.  In the coming years 
there is an increasing expectation 
that this initiative will become 
successful in expanding its scope 
and impact. The conference also 
provided an opportunity to 
network with individuals focusing 
on creating social impact across 
the globe in moments of crisis.
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Sneha Run is an event organized by Sneha Care Home 
on World AIDS Day every year, to raise awareness on 
eradicating the stigma and discrimination on HIV/

AIDS, to make society collectively think about the future of 
children living with HIV/AIDS and to raise funds for Sneha 
Care Home. The event reserves a special place in the lives 
of the Children of Sneha Care Home and Snehagram who 
participate in it every year.
Sneha Run 2019 was the ninth edition of the annual 5K 
Run /Walk which was hosted in the city of Bengaluru on 1st 
December 2019. Hundreds of people from all walks of life 
participated in the Run in keeping with the theme of this year 
of World AIDS Day being ‘Communities Make a Difference.’ 
The event was supported by Runner’s High, Eventurbo, 
Printo, Higrid Imaging Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 
The Run commenced at 6:15 a.m. with a hearty and warm 
welcome to all the Runners to the Sneha Run. As people 
started reporting and the BIB’s were distributed, volunteers 
at the Registration Counters guided the people for the same. 
The people were given a brief orientation of Sneha Care 
Home and its achievements and success in academics and 
sports. The children of Sneha Care Home performed Zumba 
for the crowd which assisted the runners to warm up before 
the Run. 
Fr. Baby Ellikcal led the whole gathering in taking the pledge 
to fight the spread of HIV/AIDS and to eradicate stigma and 

discrimination among children and youth living with HIV 
through sports as a medium of transformation. Santosh, 
Coordinator of Runners High, gave the participants 
instructions and wished them a happy run/walk. 
Fr. Jaison invited Mr. Nitin, member of Kodathi 
Grampanchayat, to flag off the Run at 7a.m from 
Snehadaan campus. There were Water Stations along the 
route manned by volunteers from Runners High 
and a full-fledged medical emergency unit was available 
along the route. The participants both young and old ran/
walked the distance with great enthusiasm, in a true spirit 
of solidarity and comradeship with our children and staff of 
Sneha Care Home. As the runners completed the run and 
reached the end point at Snehadaan Campus, they were giv-
en a resounding welcome and then treated to a healthy and 
delicious breakfast. The children of Sneha Care Home along 
with their dance instructor Mrs. Vidha Shenoy and the boys 
of Snehagram, dazzled the crowd with their performance. Mr. 
Prince John, a Bangalore based musician and Ms. Geetika 
entertained all with their lively music performance. All the 
Children of Sneha Care Home and Snehagram, the 
management and members of the core team,  supporters, 
volunteers and the sponsors were thanked with immense 
gratitude, for their untiring efforts and hard work in making 
the event a grand success. 
Long live Sneha Run!

to make a difference
By Biju Sauriamthottiyil MI

Running
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Starry night is a Christmas 
programme organized by Sneha 
Care Home. It is a celebration 

which brings all our well-wishers, friends, 
benefactors and people who are closely 
associated with Sneha Care Home, 
along with the children and staff of Sneha 
Care Home. This year it was held on 7th 
December, 2019. 
Starry Night was a cultural event full of 
fun and entertainment. The dignitaries of 
the Camillian Order Fr. Laurent 
Zoungrana, Vicar General of Camillians, 
Bro. Jose Ignacio, General Finance 
Officer, Fr. Viganò Alessandro, 
representing Prosa NGO International 
and Fr. Baby Ellickal, Provincial of St. 
Camillus Province graced the occasion. 
We were indeed privileged!
The celebration began at 7.00 p.m. with a 
welcome-dance by the little ones of 
Sneha Care Home, dispelling the chill 
and dampness of the cold and wet 
unusual weather that day. Fr. Jaison 
welcomed everyone to event. The 
children of Swanthana braved the drizzle 
as they then heralded in the Christmas 
Season with their lovely melodious voices 
as they merrily sang Christmas Carols 
sharing Jesus’ message of love, joy and 
peace, spreading good will and good 
cheer and got everyone into the 
Christmas spirit. 
The Annual Reports of Sneha Care 
Home and Snehadaan were released by 
Dr. Raghunath Bhasavashetty M.D. and 
Dr. Rakesh M.D. Fourteen of our staff 
members who completed 10 years’ or 
more service in our mission Homes under 
the Sneha Charitable Trust, were 
honoured with a shawl and the 
presentation of a memento. They were 
felicitated by the dignitaries of the 
Camillian order. 

By Jaison Narikkuzhyil MI

A video presentation prepared by Mr. 
Anthony Henry of Solluna Productions 
beautifully took everyone through the 
charisim and ministry of the Camillian 
Order, as it threw light on the activities at 
various mission Homes in Karnataka and 
Tamilnadu, namely, Sneha Care Home 
and Shining Star School, Snehagram, 
Snehasadan, Snehatheeram, Nanma 
St. Camillus Outreach Programme, St 
Camilus Ashram, Shine On, Shiloh, 
Senior Citizen’s Home and San Camillo 
Counselling Centre, all registered under 
Sneha Charitable Trust. 
The cultural programmes consisting of a 
Retro Dance of songs of yonder years, 
the Military Dance that paid a tribute to 
the our soldiers of the Indian Army, a 
Medley Dance and a Goan Dance by the 
girls and boys from Sneha Care Home. 
They danced in their colourful costumes 
and swayed to the music, keeping time 
to the beat while they got everyone’s feet 
tapping. The girls and boys of 
Snehagram too entertained the audience 
with their graceful dancing. 
All the people were in for a treat when Mr. 
Amal Anthony a distinguished artist and 
performer, having a number of accolades 
to his credit and team, performed for 
the guests. His soulful singing with his 
breathtaking music and orchestra truly 
mesmerized all, leaving all in a state of 
awe and admiration. 
A scrumptious dinner with a great variety 
of dishes to vet the palate was one of 
the highlights of the evening, giving the 
celebration a true community spirit of 
caring and sharing. The event concluded 
with a vote of thanks to all those who 
were present and all those who made it a 
successful and grand celebration. 

Delight of a Starry Night
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One of the things anyone 
would identify a Camillian 
with is the ministry to the 
sick that all the Camillians in 
the whole world busy 

themselves with. Sickness brings 
suffering…. Sickness also brings a 
Camillian into the life of that suffering. We 
get entry into the life of the suffering 
people in our country through the centres 
we run.  With the inauguration of this 
senior citizens’ home we the 
Camillians are expanding our ministry 
yet to one other category of this suffering 
humanity, namely the elderly. 
Care of the elderly is an emerging need 
of the time. This need is because our 
family system has gone through changes 
and evolved from joint family to 
nuclear. Older persons today are forced 
to manage their lives on their own as 
their children have to move on with their 
life and responsibilities. Unlike other 
countries, our health system is 
complicated to address the needs of 
elderly holistically. Over-emphasis on the 

Blessing and Inauguration of the Senior Citizens’ Home in Bengaluru

medical care ignoring all other aspects 
of quality living robes the fundamental 
Christian view of human beings created 
in the image and likeness of God. 
Availability of most modern medical 
technologies gives us the illusion that life 
can be prolonged at any cost. It is in this 
context Camillians are entering a new 
mission of caring for the elderly. 
The Camillian project for the Senior 
Citizens is a comprehensive mission of 
serving the elderly and those who are 
chronically ill, providing a continuum of 
care that extends from primary care to 
palliative care, including skilled nursing 
care, medical and social day care, senior 
housing and assisted living. 

Our Objectives are: 
• To Provide holistic, person-centered, 
high-quality care 
• To Respond compassionately to the 
needs of aged and chronically ill persons 
•  To Work collaboratively with others 
with similar values to offer a continuum 
of services (Home health, Mobile Health, 
Day care, etc.)
•  To Integrate and coordinate care 
across settings for continuity of care and 
•  To become a teaching model for senior 
citizens program and quality living for 
elderly. 
So, now you know that we lull a huge 
dream for the sick and elderly in this 
house and around this house. Our 

By Biju Kizhukkarakattu MI

Camillian Care gets expanded to the Elderly

The Camillian project for the Senior Citizens is a comprehensive 
mission of serving the elderly and those who are chronically ill, 
providing a continuum of care that extends from primary care to 
palliative care, including skilled nursing care, medical and social 
day care, senior housing and assisted living.



experience has taught us that 
whenever we put our dreams 
together and do something about it 
we have had many who joined us 
to make it a reality. Hope we can 
count on you too to help us with your 
support and prayers. 
The senior citizens’ home was 
blessed by the Vicar General Fr. 
Laurent Zoungrana and inaugurated 
by the General Bursar Bro. Ignacio 
Santaolalez, on 7th December 2019. 
This project is a result of the 
generous hearts of many. 
St. Camillus Province sincerely 
thanks the North Italian Province for 
funding the major part of the 
construction and sending 

Fr. Alessandro Viganò to participate 
in this auspicious occasion. We 
sincerely thank all the confreres who 
have contributed in the planning and 
execution of the construction of 

senior citizens’ home. We have 
14 rooms available for the use of 
Camillian religious and 56 rooms for 
the public. There is a multi-purpose 
hall too in the Centre. The existing 
rooms in the ground and first floor 
will be available for the residents of 
the various programs conducted at 
the centre.
I would like to place on record the 
support of our mother province in 
this project, and especially 
Fr. Vittorio Paleari, the former 
Provincial of North Italian Province, 
Fr. Bruno Nespoli, the present 
Provincial, Ms. Sonia and PRO.SA. 
A big thanks to Bro. Ignacio, who 
has financially contributed to set up 
our New mission in North East 
having Guwahati  as its centre. 
Thanks to the construction 
committee under the leadership of 
Fr. Bijoy Kuliraniyil, the Provincial 
Bursar and Fr. Biju Kizhukkarakattu, 
the in-charge for ministry. 
Join me to pray that this new project 
that the Camillians have just 
commenced brings consolation to 
many suffering elderly. 

Fr. Laurent Zoungrana blesses 
the senior citizens’ home in 
Bengaluru.

Bro. Ignacio inaugurates the new home
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With an intention to celebrate and reignite the ardour and 
passion for the mission of Christ, the month of October 2019 
has been observed as the Extraordinary Missionary Month. 
The inauguration of the Mission Month was held at Snehadaan, 
Bengaluru on October 2. 
It was to foster greater awareness of Missio ad Gentes and to 
animate the missionary transformation of the life of the Church 
and pastoral activity. This celebration came as a positive 
response to the invitation of Pope Francis. On the occasion of 
the centenary of the Apostolic Letter “Maximum Illud” on the 
activity of the missionaries of the world published on 
November 30, 1919, Pope Francis has called for the whole 
Church to observe October 2019 as an Extraordinary 
Missionary Month.
Pope Francis in his Letter wrote: “May the approaching 
centenary of that Letter serve as an incentive…(to) be open to 
the joyful newness of the Gospel. In these, our troubled times, 
rent by the tragedies of war and menaced by the baneful 
tendency to accentuate differences and to incite conflict, may 
the Good News that in Jesus forgiveness triumphs over sin, 
life defeats death and love conquers fear, be proclaimed to the 
world with renewed fervour, and instil trust and hope in 
everyone.”  
The theme for the Extraordinary Missionary Month was: 

The Church of Christ on the Mission in the World
By Baby Ellickal MI

“Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on Mission in the 
World.” The logo of the Missionary Month is a cross with the 
primary colours referring to the five continents. The Cross is 
the instrument and direct sign of communion between God and 
man for the universality of our mission. The world is transparent 
because the action of evangelization has no barriers or 
boundaries; it is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. The words Baptized 
and Sent next to the image indicate the two characteristics of 
every Christian: baptism and proclamation. 

An artwork by  Fr. Jomin MI, depicting the image of 
St. Camillus and the sick. The joined hands 
represent the inseparable relationship between a 
Camillian and the sick. The statue at St. Camillus 
Provincialate has been blessed by the Vicar 
General Fr. Laurent Zoungrana MI on December 7, 2019.                         

A grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes has been blessed at 
Provincialate by Fr. Alessandro Viganò on December 7, 2019. 
The grotto is situated on the top of a rain-water harvesting 
tank which has the capacity of 5,00,000 liters of water. 
Similarly, another grotto of Our Lady of Fatima has also been 
blessed at Upasana by Vicar General Fr. Laurent Zoungrana 
on the same day. 

Grottoes of Our Lady blessed
By Abin Baby
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The first meeting of the medical 
doctors of St. Camillus Province, 
India was held in St. Camillus 

Provincialate on December 1, 2019. 
The meeting was chaired by the 
provincial superior Fr. Baby Ellickal. 
This gathering, desired and initiated 
by Fr. Baby, intended the coming 
together of Fr. Siby Areeparambil, Fr. 
Jobin Anchupankil, Thomas Kindangan 
and Sumesh to know each other and 
to share their medical field activities. 
Everyone has felt that God in his 
richness was so benevolent to our 
Order to have medical professionals in 
our Province. Members acknowedged 
the constant support of Provincial, the 
councilors and the conferers to pursue 
the medical studies and practice. In the 
first session of the meeting everyone 
shared personally about his present 
status,the academic experiences and 
the future plans and visions.
The discussion session focused on the 
future vision of the holistic approach 
to the sick to make a difference in the 
healthcare world. “The Camillian 
contribution to the field of health is 

more demanding and challenging to 
shape the compassionate world  of 
health in a commercialized health 
scenario” said Fr. Baby. For the 
effective catering of the compassionate 
Camillian service to the sick some of 
the proposals were derived during the 
gathering.They are the following: 
• Exploring new possibilities in 

the existing ministry centers 
and extending our service to the 
Northeast.

• Availing our centers and 
       experience for Research in HIV/       
       AIDS through our collaboration  
       with research institutes of various 
       hospitals.

• To form a ‘priests-doctors’ forum
• Create a “Camillian culture” of 

serving the sick after the model 
of our founder who practiced the 
healing mission of Christ. It can 
be actualized through healthcare 
trainings, integrated spiritual and 
physical care.

• The collaborative ministry and 
Medical Mission Camps under 
CTF.

• Encourage and send confrers for 
medical professional studies in 
various specialities.

Fr. Baby Ellickal asked each one to 
prepare a strategic plan individually 
for the future to support the Province 
in rendering our service to the sick.He 
said that compassion and mercy are 
the foundation of our healthcare 
mission. We have to reach the 
unreached and marginalized with an 
ethically-shaped healthcare system. 
Camillians have a leading role in 
rediscovering the Jesus’ healing 
mission in today’s wounded world. The 
meeting was concluded at noon with 
Holy Eucharist.

Towards making a difference in the healthcare world
The first meeting of the medical doctors of St. Camillus Province was held at the Provincialate to explore 
various possibilities of engaging more meaningfully in the healthcare world.

The meeting focused on the 
future vision of a holistic 
approach to the sick to make 
a difference in the healthcare 
world. For an effective 
catering of the compassionate 
care to the sick, some 
proposals have been made in 
the meeting. 

By Jobin Anchupankil MI



17 December 2019var a

A meeting of the vocation 
promoters with the temporary 
professed was held at Camillian 

pastoral health center. All the 
coordinators of vocation promotion 
shared their experiences and the main 
challenges they faced. 
The difficulties in vocation promotion 
varied from place to place. Some of 
them are in writing application to the 
bishop and the negative responses 
from the secretary of bishop, getting to 
the destination, negative response from 
the students, confusion regarding the 
number of candidates to be recruited 
from each place, transportation of the 
candidates who are minor, 
over-burdening workload of the 
vocation promoters and negative 
approach to our ministry due to the lack 
of awareness among people.
Vocation Promotion is the commitment 
that we make for the future of our 
Order. Amidst all these problems the 
advantage we have, is our beautiful 
charism. It is also a fact that even 

amidst these problems, the number of 
vocations are on the rise on the whole. 
The only method that is plausible is 
‘mouth to mouth’ vocation promotion. 
Each of us should promote one 
vocation. Another initiative taken up 
was the starting of a Facebook page. 
Some of the other methods for 
facilitating vocation promotion could be 
getting in contact with sister 
congregations, bringing the candidates 
to our houses as early as possible and 
introducing ourselves to the 
candidates, and celebrating Holy 
Masses in various parishes. More than 
looking at the quantity of the 
candidates, the quality of the 
candidates is stressed on. We are 
also asked not to promote candidates 
without visiting their parish priests and 
their parents. Personally we need to 
cherish our own vocation and charism 
and pray to the Lord for more vocations 
during rosary and Holy Eucharistic 
celebration. We also need to motivate 
the young at school itself. The attitude 
of ex-Camillians towards promoting 

vocations also matters a lot. All 
vocation promotions should be done in 
vernacular languages. 
For facilitating vocation promotion 
activities, three zones were formed with 
a coordinator and some members: 
1) North zone - Coordinator: 
Fr. Chandan; Members: Adithya, 
Sikender, Rahul and Bimal. States 
covered: Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, 
Odisha, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, 
Chattisgarh, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and 
Punjab.
2) North East zone - Coordinator: 
Fr. Christopher; Members: Fr. Patrick, 
Samuel, Nitesh, Federick, Deepak 
and Silarison; States Covered: (to be 
updated).
3) South zone - Coordinator: Fr. Jofree 
(National Coordinator); Members: 
Fr. Lijo, Fr. Vince, Dn. Tinto, Abin, 
Deepu, Jaison, Thomas, Ajin and 
Sebastian; States Covered: Kerala, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Goa and 
Puducherry. 

Meeting of Vocation Promoters 
with the Temporary Professed
By Thomas Kidangan

A meeting of the formators of St. Camillus province was 
held at Camillian Pastoral Health Centre, Bengaluru on 
October 26, 2019. 

The Vicar Provincial and in-charge of the Secretariat for 
Formation Fr. Lijo Pattathil welcomed the participants of the 
meeting. Fr. Savari has been elected as the secretary of the 
meeting. Fr. Michael CMF gave a talk about the 
formation as accompaniment. He emphasized that the 
formation process should aim at emotional maturity of the 
candidates. It needs to be strongly centred in Christ. The 
formators, he said, should see to the inner growth and 
development of the person. 
Then various formators shared about the situation in the 
respective formation houses. The Provincial acknowledged 
and appreciated the hard work of the vocation promoters. 

During the meeting he spoke about the role of the formators 
and the vocation promoters. And he stressed that 
vocation promotion is the responsibility of each confreres. He 
thanked all the formators for their availability. He urged the 
formators to focus on the growth of the person. 

Meeting of the formators held
By Savari Sundar Raj MI
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A gathering of the temporary professed was held at 
Camillian Pastoral Health Center, Bengaluru. The 
Provincial Fr. Baby Ellickal, Master of the professed Fr. 

Lijo Pattathil, Fr. Jofree Nakkuzhikkattu, Fr. Chandan Bisoi, 
Fr. Christopher Surin and all the 15 temporay professed 
members of the province were present at the gathering. 
The Provincial briefly presented the purpose of the 
gathering. Firstly, it was meant to be a get together of all the 
temporary professed. Secondly, it was meant to plan the 
vocation promotion activities for the coming year, and finally 
to discuss the Lineamenta of the forthcoming Provincial 
Chapter. He informed the gathering about the ‘Year of 
Vocation Promotion’ starting from December 8, 2019 to 
December 7, 2020. Fr. Baby reminded that vocation 

Gathering of 
the Temporary 
Professed

By Aditya
promotion is the duty of all the religious. 
Fr. Jofree, Fr. Christopher and Fr. Chandan shared their 
experiences of vocation promotion ministry and the main 
challenges they faced. The participants of the gathering 
also voiced their opinions on vocation promotion. Then 
three groups were formed for the purpose of organising the 
vocation promotion activities in three different zones. Each 
group discussed the challenges, plans and creative ideas for 
promoting vocations.
In the afternoon, with the guidance of Fr. Baby, there was a 
discussion on the Lineamenta. The discussion continued till 
the next day and concluded with the election of the 
representatives of the temporary professed for the Provincial 
Chapter. Thomas Kidangan, Deepu and Rahul were elected 
to participate in the Chapter.

It was a blessed time for all the 
temporary professed members and 
the Novices of St. Camillus 

Province to have a meeting with the 
Vicar General Fr. Laurent 
Zoungrana, Bro. Ignacio and 
Fr. Alessandro Viganò. 
Fr. Laurent inspired all of us sharing 
his vision of Camillian way of life. He 
reminded us to give more importance 
for our spiritual formation as to become 
praying religious and the need to grow 
and enjoy fraternal life. Bro. Ignacio 
shared his experience about 
brotherhood and the importance of 

Vicar General meets the temporary professed and novices

having more brothers in our Order. 
Fr. Alessandro shared his experience of 
being the formator in India and how it 
helped him forming brothers in 

By Deepu

Kenya. All the three of them were very 
interactive and they were kind enough 
to hear us too. 
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The current society is 
undergoing profound 
transformations, thanks to the 

rapid development of digital 
technologies of information and 
communication. This radical 
transformation, which German 
sociologist Ulrich Beck calls 
“metamorphosis of the world”, 
demands a diligent re-reading of our 
social fabrics and realities. 
The development of Internet (Web 2.0) 
has brought about a new social space 
called “cyberspace”. According to 
available statistics, in 2018, 2.65 billion 
people were using social media 
worldwide, and the digital social 
network penetration is constantly 
increasing. The diffusion of social 
media is not just a statistical datum, but 
more importantly a process with 
significant impacts on our social 
experience. In our technology-
ridden epoch, social networking 
platforms like Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and WhatsApp are 
profoundly changing our attitudes 
and behaviours with regard to social 
relations. 
Human community, by nature, is 
relational, and therefore, is built upon 
human desire and capacity for 
communion and communication, 
which is the metaphysical foundation 
of human person. Apparently, social 
media serve this fundamental nature of 
any society, community or family. But in 
a deeper reading, the subjectivity and 
the communicative dynamics of human 
person are brought into question. The 
“virtual” communities constructed by 
social media often substitute the real 
communities. More dangerously, as 
professor of philosophy at Oxford 
University Luciano Floridi observes in 

Community in the era of Social Media

The Fourth Revolution, the real and 
the virtual are getting merged in such 
a way that the digital natives (persons 
born and grown up in the age of digital 
technology) find it hard to distinguish 
between the two. 
Virtual communities challenge and 
re-define our social experiences of 
relationships, acceptance and 
affection. Virtual communities are 
merely communicative spaces devoid 
of soul, and as a result, the users may 
progressively feel emptiness and 
meaninglessness, and even fall 
into depression. It is true that social 
media have both positive and negative 
impacts in our society as well as in our 
personal life. But the negative impacts 
are more subtle and profound. 
Giuseppe Riva, professor of 
communication psychology at the 
Catholic University of Milan, has 

identified some of those obscure sides 
of social network, namely, 
dysfunctional behaviours, fluid identity, 
emotional illiteracy, weak and fluid 
relationships, end of privacy, excess of 
(dis)information and addiction to social 
media. Moreover, as German 
Philosopher Byung-Chul Han writes in 
Psycho-Politics, the surveillance 
technology of social media badly 
affects our personal space. 
Pope Francis in his message for the 
53rd World Day of Social 
Communications, writes: “…the use 
of the social web is complementary to 
an encounter in the flesh that comes 
alive through the body, heart, eyes, 
gaze, breath of the other. […] If a family 
uses the Net to be more connected, to 
then meet at table and look into each 
other’s eyes, then it is a resource. If 
a Church community coordinates its 
activity through the network, and then 
celebrates the Eucharist together, then 
it is a resource.”
What impact do social media have in 
our religious communities? If a religious 
is glued to his smartphone even at 
table and at fraternal gatherings, then 
it is improper. If one makes off to virtual 
communities not facing the conflicting 
situations in the real community, then 
it is risky. If one seeks affection and 
recognition in the virtual communities 
and is unable to relate with the brothers 
in the real community, then it is 
dangerous. If one suffers when 
“connectivity” is lost for a few days, 
then it is fatal! It is healthy to observe 
occasionally some “dry days” of social 
media. Let the virtual communities not 
substitute our real communities, 
despite all their limits.

By Siby Chennattu MI
media & communication

Virtual communities are 
merely communicative 
spaces devoid of soul, and 
as a result, the users may
progressively feel emptiness 
and meaninglessness, and 
even fall into depression
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